WILD HOPE 3.0: Puffling Patrol
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	01:00:00;00
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	[PUFFIN VOCALIZING]
[WINGS FLAPPING]
[WATER SPLASHING]
KIM CUPPLES:
A baby puffin is called a “puffling,” which is really cute. They're really good swimmers, not so great fliers. 

[WINGS FLAPPING]

When a puffling is fledging, it can get very distracted and end up flying towards the lights of the town. It happens once a year and people know when it's coming. There's always so many. It really does take a village to rescue these pufflings.


	2. 
	01:00:40;01




	




GRAPHIC: Title
WILD HOPE
PUFFLING PATROL 

	KIM CUPPLES:
We will check them over, and then release them back into the wild. Every puffling counts.
[WINGS FLAPPING]

	3. 
	01:01:03;07









	GRAPHIC: Lower Third
VESTMANNAEYJAR, Iceland









	KIM CUPPLES:
The town of Vestmannaeyjar is very unique. It's surrounded by big, tall mountains that were created out of volcano lava, which jut right out of the sea, and there are puffins in sort of every crevice that you can find. 
[PUFFINS VOCALIZING]
Millions of birds each year come and nest and build a life just like we do, here on the island. 


	4. 
	01:01:29;08
	


GRAPHIC: Lower Third
KIM CUPPLES
General Manager, 
SEA LIFE TRUST: Beluga Whale Sanctuary
	[BEAKS CLACKING]
KIM CUPPLES:
The puffins here mate for life. They search for each other, they get separated, they find each other again. They are very similar to humans in a way. 

	5. 
	01:01:39;06
	
	NARRATOR:
FOR EVERY PERSON LIVING ON ICELAND’S WESTMAN ISLANDS, THERE ARE ROUGHLY 400 ATLANTIC PUFFINS. 
UP TO 20% OF THE WORLD’S PUFFIN POPULATION BREEDS HERE IN SUMMER.
[PUFFIN VOCALIZING]
BUT GLOBALLY, THEY ARE IN DECLINE, AND ENDANGERED IN EUROPE.
EVERY YEAR, BIOLOGISTS, LIKE LUCAS CANAS, COUNT THE NEWEST GENERATION OF BIRDS, THE PUFFLINGS.


	6. 
	01:02:11;02





	
GRAPHIC: Lower Third
LUCAS CANAS
Research Assistant, 
South Iceland Nature Research Center
	LUCAS CANAS:
They're very funny. They have lots of personality. I just wanted to work with these birds to know more about them and they are just really awesome. We are just checking out the breeding success around every colony.


	7. 
	01:02:25;16
	
	NARRATOR:
PUFFIN PARENTS ARRIVE AT THE ISLANDS TO HOMESTEAD AFTER NEARLY A YEAR AT SEA.
THEY REUSE A BURROW OR DIG A NEW ONE AND CAREFULLY CONSTRUCT A NEST INSIDE. 


	8. 
	01:02:40;03
	
	LUCAS CANAS:.
It can get quite deep. We have some burrows that go like three meters (10 feet) inside the cliff. 
We use these cameras that are attached to this long tube. They lay one egg, only one, and they incubate the egg.


	9. 
	01:02:55;01
	
	NARRATOR:
SIX WEEKS LATER, A BABY PUFFLING HATCHES.

THE PARENTS RAISE IT TOGETHER, TAKING TURNS TO FIND FOOD. 


	10. 
	01:03:03;23
	
	LUCAS CANAS:
Using these goggles we can actually see how they are growing up and if they are ready to just fledge. 
When it's big enough, it's going to start to try to get out of the nest.


	11. 
	01:03:22;09
	

	NARRATOR:
AFTER THREE LONG MONTHS LIVING UNDERGROUND, THE PUFFLING EMERGES, READY TO TAKE FLIGHT.


	12. 
	01:03:30;09
	
	LUCAS CANAS:
They don’t actually just jump off the end of the cliff. They are just running down, flapping their wings a little bit until they just finally start taking off. 


	13. 
	01:03:40;15
	 
	NARRATOR:
TO AVOID PREDATORS, PUFFLINGS ATTEMPT THEIR FIRST FLIGHTS UNDER THE COVER OF DARKNESS.
BUT NIGHTTIME THESE DAYS IS NOT SO DARK.
[LIGHT SWITCHING ON]

	14. 
	01:03:53;07


	

GRAPHIC: Lower Third
ERPUR HANSEN
Seabird Biologist
South Iceland Nature Research Center

	ERPUR HANSEN:
Light pollution is something people really don't think much about, but puffins, they are attracted to the light.
 
This is the first time they actually fly in their life, so it's bound to be problematic for some. 

	15. 
	01:04:08;14
	
	NARRATOR: 
FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS, BIOLOGIST ERPUR HANSEN HAS STUDIED THE PUFFINS HERE AND WATCHED THEM MISTAKENLY FLAP INTO TOWN. 


	16. 
	01:04:17;08
	
	ERPUR HANSEN:
We basically live in a seabird colony. It’s only two to three hundred meters (approx. 656.17 feet  to 984.25 feet) away from the harbor.
I think it was in the thirties when there was only one light in town, that's where all the pufflings landed.


	17. 
	01:04:29;01
	GRAPHIC: Animation 

	NARRATOR:

PUFFLINGS USE THE MOON’S GLOW TO FIND THE SEA, BUT THE TOWN’S LIGHT POLLUTION OVERPOWERS THE MOONLIGHT.



	18. 
	01:04:39;19
	 
	KIM CUPPLES:
Because the town of Vestmannaeyjar is so isolated, it can be the only light that the pufflings will see aside from the moon. 
[WINGS FLAPPING] 

	19. 
	01:04:46;13
	
	NARRATOR:
THIS KIND OF LIGHT POLLUTION IS A PROBLEM ALL OVER THE WORLD. IT INTERFERS WITH BIRDS’ ABILITY TO NAVIGATE AT NIGHT. 
SOME WILL CIRCLE LIGHT SOURCES UNTIL THEY RUN INTO WINDOWS OR COLLAPSE FROM EXHAUSTION.
TO COMBAT THE PROBLEM, MORE THAN 50 CITIES IN NORTH AMERICA AND SEVEN EUROPEAN NATIONS HAVE PASSED ANTI-LIGHT POLLUTION LEGISLATION.
BUT VESTMANNAEYJAR REQUIRES A MORE HOMEGROWN SOLUTION. 

	20. 
	01:05:21;02
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
Our town have made great efforts to reduce the lighting around puffling season but even a single light can attract pufflings.

[CAR HONKING]

Because the town of Vestmannaeyjar is a fishing port, it's really impossible to turn off every light. Obviously there's a lot of boats that come in and out of the island. We don't want things like boats crashing and cars crashing.
 

	21. 
	01:05:45;09
	

	NARRATOR:
THE RESULT: THOUSANDS OF FLEDGLINGS  FLY INTO TOWN EVERY SUMMER AND GET TRAPPED.


	22. 
	01:05:52;16
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
Pufflings rather are not great fliers when they’re first born. They have to flap their wings really, really hard. 


	23. 
	01:05:59;13
	
	LUCAS CANAS:
They have denser bones so they can actually just get stuck there and die. 


	24. 
	01:06:05;23
	



	NARRATOR:
BUT THE PEOPLE OF VESTMANNAEYJAR AREN’T GOING TO LET THAT HAPPEN. THE VILLAGERS HAVE A PLAN TO SAVE THEIR BELOVED BIRDS.
[KIDS LAUGHING]


	25. 
	01:06:16:00



	




GRAPHIC: Lower Third
SIGURFINNUR VIDAR SIGURFINNSSON
Westman Islander

	SIGURFINNUR SIGURFINNSSON:
Kids, it’s time! Chop chop! 
I started going for puffling catching when I was a kid with my father and then my big brother. I have been doing it for 45 years. 
When I got kids myself, as soon as they could walk, or run, I started taking them. 



	26. 
	01:06:36;00
	
	NARRATOR:
FINNSI AND HIS FAMILY ARE GOING ON PUFFLING PATROL. 


	27. 
	01:06:41;08
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
Puffling Patrol is the community going out pretty much every second of the day, searching for pufflings that may be weak, disoriented, or injured, collecting them, checking that they're okay.


	28. 
	01:06:57;10
	


	NARRATOR: 
FAMILIES ALL OVER TOWN MAKE PUFFLING PATROL AN ANNUAL TRADITION.
AND HAVE DONE SO FOR ALMOST A CENTURY.


	29. 
	01:07:08;15
	
	SIGURFINNUR SIGURFINNSSON:
Probably they will all starve to death if we don't catch them. We're not going to let that happen. It's our duty to go out and rescue the pufflings.
[WINGS FLAPPING]

	30. 
	01:07:20;23
	
	NARRATOR:
EACH FAMILY WORKS AS A TEAM ALL NIGHT TO SAVE WAYWARD BIRDS. 
[WINGS FLAPPING]

	31. 
	01:07:28;07
	
	SIGURFINNUR SIGURFINNSSON: 
We stay up to maybe three, four, sometimes longer. Before school starts, every kid can stay up late and sleep until noon.

NARRATOR:
PATROLS LAST THE ENTIRE PUFFLING SEASON, AS LONG AS SIX WEEKS.
IN THAT TIME, THE TOWN SAVES AS MANY AS 7000 BIRDS.


	32. 
	01:07:53;11
	
	SIGURFINNUR SIGURFINNSSON:
For those nights you go out, you can see smiling parents and you can see smiling kids. Everybody's running around with the boxes. For us it's just not rescuing the pufflings, it's just something you do. Everybody likes it in Vestmannaeyjar, especially me, I’m in love with it! 


	33. 
	01:08:14;13
	
	NARRATOR:
EACH MORNING, THE PATROLS BRING RESCUED BIRDS HERE, TO THE SEA LIFE TRUST PUFFIN HOSPITAL.


	34. 
	01:08:21;03
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
Once the families drop them off to us, we will do a health check. We'll do an avian flu check and we'll weigh them and if they need to be admitted, then they'll come to us and we'll do further examination.


	35. 
	01:08:29;13
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
How's he getting on?


	36. 
	01:08:30;13
	
	TOM CLUETT:
I think he's doing quite well. So um, firstly we want to make sure that they're nice and settled on the water, which he is. His wings are nice and tucked in and he's sat with his chest out.


	37. 
	01:08:41;07
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
Okay. Let's see if you're hungry. There you go. 


	38. 
	01:08:45;06
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
In our care, we make sure that the pufflings are properly fed, we feed them capelin and eel. We will make sure that their bellies are very full so that they're ready for release.

[WINGS FLAPPING]

	39. 
	01:08:55;11
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
He looks good. Very positive. Maybe we can release him soon then.
TOM CLUETT:
Yeah.


	40. 
	01:09:01;01
	

	
NARRATOR:
WITH THE SPECIES IN DECLINE, EVERY PUFFLING IS IMPORTANT.
MOST ATLANTIC PUFFINS LIVE IN EUROPE, WHERE POPULATIONS HAVE CRASHED BY NEARLY 70% IN THE LAST 50 YEARS, MAINLY DUE TO FOOD SCARCITY.


	41. 
	01:09:19;14
	
	
NARRATOR:
WARMING OCEANS DRIVE AWAY THE COLDWATER FOOD THAT PUFFINS NEED.
 

	42. 
	01:09:25;05
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
With rising sea temperatures, the fish may migrate to colder temperatures. So it's really difficult for the adults to go out and get the food, such as eel and capelin, to feed the pufflings so they can get enough nutrients to grow and survive out in the wild.


	43. 
	01:09:41;12
	
	NARRATOR:
OTHER PUFFIN COLONIES HAVE BEEN HIT HARD BY SHORTAGES OF FISH.


	44. 
	01:09:47;00
	
	ERPUR HANSEN:
They have to eat half their body weight per day when they're raising chicks.
And so when it gets too warm then you get 55% reduction in chick production. So that's a lot.

	45. 
	01:09:58;09
	

	NARRATOR:
BUT THE WESTMAN ISLAND BIRDS ARE GOING STRONG. 

AND EVERY PUFFLING THE PATROL BRINGS IN HELPS ERPUR AND LUCAS LEARN MORE ABOUT THE COLONY. 


	46. 
	01:10:07;17
	
	LUCAS CANAS:
Okay. Where did you find these pufflings?


	47. 
	01:10:09;22
	
	SIGURFINNUR OSKAR SIGGURFINNSSON:
Just in the middle of town. 


	48. 
	01:10:11;12
	
	LUCAS CANAS:
And they look okay? Or they were like.


	49. 
	01:10:14;01
	
	SIGURFINNUR OSKAR SIGGURFINNSSON:
Yeah, they were running.

ASDIS SARA SIGGURFINNSDOTIR:
Yeah, they’re okay.

LUCAS CANAS:
Okay, let’s check. Yeah.


	50. 
	01:10:18;09
	
	NARRATOR:
LUCAS BANDS THE PUFFLINGS WITH SMALL RINGS, SO THEY CAN BE IDENTIFIED LATER.


	51. 
	01:10:23;12
	
	LUCAS CANAS:
Perfect. Super. Done.


	52. 
	01:10:26;07
	
	ERPUR HANSEN:
For over 60 years, we ring the pufflings to find out where they go and how long they live, how things might turn into the future.


	53. 
	01:10:35;21
	










	NARRATOR:
MORE THAN 24,000 PUFFLINGS HAVE BEEN BANDED HERE TO DATE.
QUESTIONS, LIKE WHERE THEY GO IN THEIR FIRST YEAR, ARE FINALLY COMING INTO FOCUS. 
THESE BANDED BIRDS HAVE BEEN FOUND AS FAR AWAY AS CANADA AND DENMARK.


	54. 
	01:10:51;18
	
	LUCAS CANAS:
This year I think we've banded 420 pufflings or something like that.



	55. 
	01:10:57;14
	
	NARRATOR:

ALL THANKS TO THE VILLAGERS WHO WENT OUT ON PATROL.


	56. 
	01:11:01;09
	
	LUCAS CANAS:
It's very nice to work with the children here in this community. They're very lovely, they're very helpful and something that I will always remember for sure.
Thank you for bringing in the pufflings.


	57. 
	01:11:11;22
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
Without the community, we wouldn't know about injured pufflings. We wouldn't be able to rescue and rehabilitate them and they wouldn't be able to release them. 


	58. 
	01:11:19;20
	GRAPHIC: subtitle
How do you release a puffling? 

	SARAH ARNOFF:
How do you release a puffling?

	59. 
	01:11:21;15
	
	KIM CUPPLES:
Throw it off a cliff. (laughs) 

We like to throw the birds really high in the air because their wings are still trying to catch the wind. 

It's really exhilarating releasing a puffling and seeing them kind of go off into the wind and into the sea, ready to live the rest of their life. 

It's really quite exciting to know that you've given that puffling a chance.


	60. 
	01:12:09;10
	
	SIGURFINNUR SIGURFINNSSON:
We all love it. You never get too old to rescue pufflings. This is part of who we are.
 
[WINGS FLAPPING]

Every puffing counts. Yes, of course every puffing counts. 


	
	TRT: 13:24
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