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WILD HOPE 3.0 : Thunder and Fire  
 

 TIME CODE VIDEO  AUDIO  

1.  1:00:06:05   
 

[WILDLIFE CHATTERING AND CROAKING] 
 
JOHN HENRY MASHUNKASHEY 
It was just getting daylight and I could hear a 
rumbling. 
 
[HOOFBEATS RUMBLING] 
 
Thunder. That's the sound that I heard.  
 
All of a sudden …you see all these buffalo 
running. 
 
[BUFFALO GRUNTS] 
 
[RHYTHMIC DRUMMING] 
 
Everything that buffalo had was a sacred part 
of our life.  
 
The Osage nation has revived this pasture, this 
part of the world for buffalo.  They've got a 
home now. We can be part of this land with 
them.  
 
[RHYTHMIC DRUMMING] 
 

2.  01:00:48:14 GRAPHIC: TITLE 
THUNDER AND FIRE 

[BUFFALO GRUNTS] 
 
 

3.  01:00:57:14 
 

LOWER THIRD: 
Daposka Ahnkodapi 
Elementary School, 
OK 
 
 
  
   
 

 

[DRUMMING AND CHANTING] 
 
O.J. LITTLECOOK 
Alright, here we go. 
 
[RHYTHMIC DRUMMING] 
 
[CHANTING] 
 
NARRATOR: 
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LOWER THIRD: 
O.J. Littlecook 
Language Teacher 

OKLAHOMA’S DAPOSKA ELEMENTARY 
ESTABLISHED IN 2015, IS THE ONLY 
SCHOOL OF ITS KIND. ITS STUDENTS ARE 
TAUGHT HOW TO STRENGTHEN THEIR 
OSAGE IDENTITY AND PRACTICE NATIVE 
AMERICAN TRADITIONS LIKE THE 
BUFFALO DANCE. 
 
[RHYTHMIC DRUMMING] 
 
[CHANTING] 
 
[LAUGHING] 
 
O.J. LITTLECOOK 
By you guys doing these little things, 
participating and learning these, it's a way of 
carrying it on. It's a part of who you are. 
 
NARRATOR: 
O.J. LITTLECOOK IS A TEACHER AT 
DAPOSKA. TODAY, HIS LESSON FOCUSES 
ON A CREATURE THAT’S CULTURALLY 
AND SPIRITUALLY IMPORTANT TO THE 
COMMUNITY: THE NORTH AMERICAN 
BISON, ALSO KNOWN AS BUFFALO. 
 

4.  01:02:01:02  
 
 
 
Subtitle: 
Tseh. 

 

O.J. LITTLECOOK 
Alright, so how do we say “Buffalo” in 
Wahzhazhe? 
 
STUDENTS  
TSEH.  
 
O.J. LITTLECOOK 
Okay. So the animal itself, they used 
everything. Food source, tools they needed, 
clothing and shelter that they needed. It was a 
part of their life (a) way of living. 
 
NARRATOR: 
THE OSAGE COMMUNITY HASN'T HEARD 
THE THUNDER OF BUFFALO ON THEIR 
PRAIRIE FOR OVER A CENTURY. TRIBAL 
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NATIONS ARE RETURNING THIS SACRED 
ANIMAL TO THEIR ANCESTRAL LANDS.   
THESE YOUNG OSAGE WILL BE SOME OF 
THE FIRST TO ONCE AGAIN GROW UP 
ALONGSIDE BUFFALO.  

5.  01:02:42:05 
 

LOWER THIRD: 
The Osage Nation 
Bison Preserve, OK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
John Henry 
Mashunkashey, 
Buffalo Clan, Osage 
Nation 

 

[CAR RUMBLING] 
 
JOHN HENRY MASHUNKASHEY 
Alright. Going to be rough going down there. 
So I'll stay up here on the side. 
 
There's a bull right there. And see, he don't 
look like it, but he's watching everything we're 
doing. 
 
NARRATOR: 
OSAGE ELDER JOHN HENRY IS A 
MEMBER OF THE BUFFALO CLAN. 
TODAY, HE’S VISITING A NEW RESERVE 
THAT HIS COMMUNITY ESTABLISHED FOR 
A VERY SPECIAL HERD.  
 
[BISON GRUNTS] 
 
JOHN HENRY MASHUNKASHEY 
This particular herd here in the Osage is again 
taking care of Indian people. 
 

6.  01:03:33:08  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

[BISON GRUNTS] 
 
NARRATOR: 
THERE WERE A MERE HANDFUL OF 
BISON ON THE LAND WHEN THE TRIBE 
PURCHASED IT IN 2016, AND MANY 
OSAGE SAW AN OPPORTUNITY TO BUILD 
A HERD OF THEIR OWN.   
 
[BISON GRUNTS] 
 
JOHN HENRY MASHUNKASHEY 
They say we've revived it some ways, but it’s 
always been here. 
 
In the 18 hundreds, we followed the buffalo 
from north to south and east to west and bring 
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LOWER THIRD: 
Geoffrey Standing 
Bear, Principal Chief, 
Osage Nation 

them back to the people so that they'd have 
food to eat for winter and clothes to wear. They 
took care of all Indian people. All Indian 
people. 
  
NARRATOR: 
NOW, A NEW GENERATION OF OSAGE 
LEADERSHIP IS FIGHTING TO RESTORE 
THE CONNECTION WITH BUFFALO THAT 
THEIR ANCESTORS ONCE HAD. 
 
GEOFFREY STANDING BEAR 
They went on at least two buffalo hunts a year.  
But on that last buffalo hunt, they had a very 
difficult time finding any buffalo and some of 
the folks couldn't find any. 

7.  01:04:46:18 
 

LOWER THIRD: 
Pat Thomas 
Retired General 
Curator, WCS & 
Associate Director, 
Bronx Zoo 
 

 

PAT THOMAS  
In the early 1800, it's estimated that there were 
between 30 and 50 million bison ranging 
across most of North America. But within a 
hundred years’ time, they were driven to the 
brink of extinction. 
 
[TRAIN HISSES]  
NARRATOR: 
AS RAILROADS EXPANDED ACROSS THE 
GREAT PLAINS, EUROPEAN SETTLERS 
SLAUGHTERED VAST HERDS OF BISON. 
BUT THE KILLINGS HAD A SINISTER 
MOTIVATION. 
 
PAT THOMAS 
The real reason the bison was driven to the 
brink of extinction was because the American 
government recognized that if the bison were 
eliminated, they would be better able to control 
the indigenous tribes that relied so heavily on 
bison. 

8.  01:05:33:01  
 
 
 
  
 
MAP GRAPHIC: A 
map view of North 

 

GEOFFREY STANDING BEAR 
It's estimated that we've lost in that 80 year 
period, 90% of our people. And we lost so 
much of our tribal memory and our ceremonies 
and what we have now are not the same. 
 
NARRATOR: 
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America appears with 
a huge swath of color 
representing Bison 
numbers in 1800 
As the years pass on 
the map graphic, the 
giant ocean shrinks to 
a handful of remaining 
puddles in the 
northwestern United 
States. 

THE BUFFALO MASSACRE THAT LED TO 
SUCH LOSS WAS THE LARGEST 
DELIBERATE DESTRUCTION OF A 
MAMMAL SPECIES IN MODERN HISTORY.   
 
IN LESS THAN A CENTURY, BISON 
DWINDLED FROM ALMOST 60 MILLION -- 
TO FEWER THAN A THOUSAND. 
 
THE ONCE TEEMING SPECIES WAS ON THE 
VERGE OF EXTINCTION. 

9.  01:06:15:06 
 

LOWER THIRD: 
The Bronx Zoo, NY 
 

 

[BIRDS CHIRPING, CARS HONKING] 
 
NARRATOR: 
BUT AN EFFORT TO SAVE THE BUFFALO 
ARRIVED JUST IN TIME, IN AN UNLIKELY 
PLACE: NEW YORK CITY. 
 
WHEN NEW YORK’S BRONX ZOO FIRST 
OPENED 125 YEARS AGO, ONE OF THE 
FIRST EXHIBITS INCLUDED A SMALL HERD 
OF BISON.  
 
 
PAT THOMAS 
Bronx Zoo's first director was actually at the 
forefront in trying to save the American bison. 
 
[BIRDS CHIRPING] 
 
NARRATOR: 
BEFORE HE BECAME ZOO DIRECTOR, 
WILLIAM HORNADAY WAS A 
TAXIDERMIST AND A HUNTER. IN 1886, HE 
HEADED WEST TO CONDUCT A SURVEY 
OF THE SURVIVING BISON. 
  
THE DEVASTATION HE WITNESSED 
TRANSFORMED HIM INTO A 
CONSERVATIONIST. 
 
PAT THOMAS  
Hornaday wanted to acquire as many bison as 
he could, with a hope of eventually 
reintroducing them. And in 1905, he was 
instrumental in the formation of a group called 
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the American Bison Society, which led the 
push to try and reestablish bison back in the 
American West. 

10.  01:07:36:15  
 
 
 
   

 

NARRATOR: 
THE GROUP SOON SHIPPED BISON TO A 
WILDLIFE RESERVE IN OKLAHOMA–THE 
VERY FIRST ANIMAL REINTRODUCTION IN 
NORTH AMERICA–AND EVENTUALLY 
SENT OTHERS TO SOUTH DAKOTA. 
  
DECADES LATER, THE ZOO PICKED UP 
WHERE THE SOCIETY LEFT OFF AND 
LAUNCHED A BREEDING INITIATIVE. 
 
PAT THOMAS  
We want our animals to serve a real purpose in 
conservation. So we decided to create a herd of 
bison that was genetically and demographically 
robust for restoration programs. But early on in 
this project, it was really difficult for us to acquire 
bison of conservation value.  
 
NARRATOR: 
MANY SURVIVING BISON HAD BEEN 
CROSS-BRED WITH CATTLE, DILUTING  
THEIR UNIQUE BISON GENES.  
 
[BUCKET RATTLING] 
 
[ZOO KEEPER: COME ON MAMA] 
 
NARRATOR: 
THE ZOO WANTED ANIMALS AS CLOSE 
TO WILD AS POSSIBLE. 

11.  
k 
01:08:41:06  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NARRATOR: 
BUT THEY WERE HARD TO COME BY. SO 
THEY REACHED OUT TO SOME OF THE 
INDIGENOUS TRIBES WHO, DESPITE ALL 
THE CHALLENGES, HAD MANAGED TO 
MAINTAIN SMALL HERDS OF THEIR OWN. 
  
BY THE 1990’S, THESE NATIVE NATIONS 
HAD BANDED TOGETHER TO 
SYSTEMATICALLY TRANSFER                                 
BISON BETWEEN TRIBES AND 
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CONSERVATION ORGANIZATIONS.  ALL 
TO KEEP THE POPULATION GENETICALLY 
HEALTHY.   
 
[BISON GRUNTS] 
  
ONE SUCH TRANSFER CAME TO THE 
BRONX ZOO IN 2016. 
 
PAT THOMAS 
It really wasn't until we were gifted a small group 
of bison by the Sioux and Assiniboine tribe out 
of Fort Peck, Montana that our breeding 
program was really able to take off. 
 
[HOOFBEATS THUMPING] 
 
[BISON SCRATCHING] 
 
NARRATOR: 
MEANWHILE, THE OSAGE NATION HAD 
ALSO BEEN GROWING THEIR OWN HERD, 
AND TRYING TO STRENGTHEN ITS 
GENETIC DIVERSITY. 

12.  01:09:49:13  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Jann Hayman 
Secretary of Natural 
Resources, Osage 
Nation 

 

GEOFFREY STANDING BEAR 
The Bronx Zoo has some of the most 
genetically pure American bison in the world. 
And Jann Hayman, our director of natural 
resources, worked with the zoo and brought 
'em down here. 
 
[TRAILER CLANGING AND THUDDING] 
 
NARRATOR: 
IN EARLY 2022, THE BRONX ZOO 
TRANSFERRED 6 BISON TO THE OSAGE 
NATION. 
 
[TRAILER CRUNCHES AND WHIRS] 
 
JANN HAYMAN 
For that genetic line to be maintained for so 
many years and to set foot back on the Osage 
Nation Ranch is a pretty significant step. 
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GEOFFREY STANDING BEAR 
It was thrilling. Just seeing them come out, it 
was emotional. 
 
NARRATOR: 
THANKS TO TRANSFERS FROM OTHER 
TRIBAL PARTNERS AND ANOTHER 7 
BISON FROM THE BRONX ZOO IN 2024, 
THE OSAGE HERD IS NOW NEARLY 300 
STRONG. 
 
[HOOFBEATS RUMBLING] 
 
JANN HAYMAN 
It's really exciting to be a part of the growing 
herd of bison across Indian country and to 
know that we’re getting back to our history and 
bringing our culture and our food back to our 
people. 
 
We expect to grow the herd very strategically, 
but it has been very important that we look at 
the greater land management techniques as 
well. 
 
[BISON GRUNTS] 
 

13.  01:11:32:17  
 
 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Joseph H. Williams 
Tallgrass Prairie 
Preserve, OK 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Bob Hamilton 
Director, Oklahoma 
Tallgrass initiative, 
TNC 
 

 

NARRATOR: 
THE BISON—AS BIG AS THEY ARE AND 
AS MUCH AS THEY EAT—WILL 
TRANSFORM THE PRAIRIE THEY LIVE ON. 
 
SO AS THE TRIBE GREW THEIR HERD, 
THEY PARTNERED WITH NEIGHBORS 
WHO’D SEEN THE CHANGES - AND 
BENEFITS - FIRSTHAND: THE TEAM AT 
THE TALLGRASS PRAIRIE PRESERVE. 
 
BOB HAMILTON 
This is the last big example of Tallgrass prairie 
in the world. What makes this place special is 
the native plant community. Having that plant 
diversity means you have more insect diversity 
means you have different species of birds. It's 
an abundant, fertile landscape. 
NARRATOR: 
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BOB HAMILTON WITH THE NATURE 
CONSERVANCY HAS BEEN AN ALLY OF 
THE OSAGE NATION FOR YEARS NOW.  
 
BOB HAMILTON 
If you're trying to restore a native ecosystem, 
you want to restore as many of the native 
species as possible. And bison are critical to 
that. 
 
[BISON GRUNTS] 
 

14.  01:12:36:00   

NARRATOR: 
SINCE THE NATURE CONSERVANCY’S  
BISON PROJECT BEGAN IN 1993, THEIR 
HERD HAS GROWN TO OVER 2,000 - ONE 
OF THE LARGEST CONSERVATION HERDS 
ON THE CONTINENT. 
 
BOB HAMILTON 
They've been called a keystone species just 
because of their tremendous effect to maintain 
the biological diversity of the prairie and how 
they diversified even further, so they are kind 
of the kings of the prairie.  
 
NARRATOR: 
BISON DUNG FERTILIZES THE SOIL AND 
SUPPORTS HUNDREDS OF INSECT 
SPECIES. 
 
[INSECT FLUTTERS] 
 
WHILE BISON FUR PROVIDES PRIME 
NESTING MATERIAL FOR BIRDS AND 
MICE. 

15.  01:13:18:00  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[BISON GRUNTS] 
 
NARRATOR: 
THE GIANTS ALSO SHAPE THE LAND 
WITH BRUTE FORCE.  
 
[BISON THUDDING] 
  
BISON CAN WEIGH UP TO A TON. SO 
WHEN A BISON WALLOWS REPEATEDLY, 
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GRAPHIC: A bison 
gets up from the 
wallow. 
Rain pours down and 
fills up the crater. 
Sedge-like plants grow 
up around and inside 
the pool. 
Salamanders and frogs 
pop up from 
underwater and jump 
around. 
 

IT PULVERIZES THE VEGETATION, 
COMPRESSING THE SOIL AND LEAVING 
BEHIND A CRATER. 
 
 
 
BOB HAMILTON 
These are the sites that in the springtime, in 
March and April, when typically we're getting a 
lot of water and the ground is saturated, these 
will explode with life, with salamanders and 
frogs, all sorts of stuff going through their life 
cycles. And so, this is an interesting little micro 
habitat.  
 
[FROG CROAKING] 
 
NARRATOR: 
BISON ONCE SHAPED LIFE ALL ACROSS 
THE PRAIRIE.  
 
AND SO DID THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED 
WITH THEM. 

16.  01:14:10:00   

BOB HAMILTON 
The challenge as a land manager is, how do 
you restore the way the prairie used to 
function. And that means grazing and fire.  
 
[FIRE CRACKLING] 
 
NARRATOR: 
PRAIRIE DOESN’T REMAIN PRAIRIE–
WITHOUT FIRE. 
 
[FIRE CRACKLING] 
 
FOR UNTOLD GENERATIONS, OSAGE AND 
OTHER TRIBAL NATIONS HELPED THE 
GRASSLANDS THRIVE BY SETTING FIRE 
TO THEM.   
 
[FIRE CRACKLING] 
 
TODAY, THEY’RE REIGNITING THAT 
TRADITION. 
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BOB HAMILTON 
This was a patch that we burned, just, I think 
what, 10 or 11 days ago?  
 
JANN HAYMAN 
Prescribed fire has been a real important 
component to the Osage people as we've 
managed our land over thousands of years. 
And we look forward to incorporating some of 
the techniques that the Nature Conservancy 
uses through their patch burning on the 
landscape as well. 
 
[FIRE CRACKLING] 
NARRATOR: 
NOT ONLY DOES A REGIME OF FIRE 
MAINTAIN THE GRASSLAND AND KEEP 
INVASIVE SPECIES AT BAY, THE ASHES 
ALSO RETURN VITAL NUTRIENTS TO THE 
SOIL.  
 
NEW VEGETATION EMERGES IN JUST A 
FEW DAYS AFTER A BURN. AND IT’S 
IRRESISTIBLE TO BISON. 
 
BOB HAMILTON 
Burn it, and they will come. That lush regrowth 
that comes up after a fire. If you're a grazing 
animal, that might as well be ice cream 
sandwiches out there. 
 
[BISON GRUNTS] 

17.  01:15:44:10   

NARRATOR: 
THESE ONGOING CYCLES OF 
WALLOWING, GRAZING AND FIRE, 
CREATE A PATCHWORK MOSAIC OF 
DIFFERENT HABITATS WITHIN THE 
PRAIRIE, THAT IN TURN SUPPORT A 
VARIETY OF SPECIES.  
 
TODAY, THE TALLGRASS PRAIRIE 
PRESERVE BOASTS 750 PLANT, 250 BIRD, 
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AND 80 MAMMAL SPECIES ALL REAPING 
THESE BISON BENEFITS.  
 
BOB HAMILTON 
Bison carry a big load and it's so rewarding to 
see them brought back and to see them 
playing a significant role again in our native 
grasslands. 
 
JANN HAYMAN 
With the Nature Conservancy, we can see after 
decades of bison on the landscape what that 
looks like, and it really motivates us to continue 
the work that we started. 
 
[BISON SNORTING] 
 
[DRUMMING AND CHANTING] 
 
NARRATOR: 
THE OSAGE NATION’S HERD HASN’T 
BEEN ON THE LAND AS LONG, BUT THE 
TRIBE ALREADY SEES REAL BENEFITS 
FROM IT. 
 
[CHANTING] 
 
THE BISON PROVIDE A RELIABLE 
SOURCE OF FOOD AND INCOME, AND THE 
PROMISE OF A HEALTHIER, MORE 
BIODIVERSE ECOSYSTEM.  
 
[BISON GROANING] 

18.  01:17:04:23   

NARRATOR:  
THE OSAGE AREN’T THE ONLY ONES 
TAKING THIS APPROACH.  
 
[HOOFBEATS RUMBLING] 
 
ACROSS THE U.S AND CANADA, OTHER 
NATIVE NATIONS ARE TAKING SIMILAR 
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STEPS–REESTABLISHING THEIR HERDS 
AND REBUILDING THEIR ANCIENT 
CONNECTION TO THE BISON AND THE 
LAND. 
 
TODAY, THE NORTH AMERICAN BISON 
POPULATION HAS REACHED ALMOST 
HALF A MILLION                 
 
THEIR THUNDER, NO LONGER DOOMED 
TO ECHO IN AMERICAN HISTORY.   
 
[BISON GRUNTS] 
 
THEIR FIRE, REKINDLED FOR A NEW 
GENERATION. 
 
JOHN HENRY MASHUNKASHEY 
They've got a home now. We're thanking these 
buffalo out here, for coming home and they 
make us stronger. 
 
[HOOFBEATS RUMBLING] 

 TRT: 18:04 END CREDITS   

 


