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 TIMECODE GRAPHICS ONSCREEN AUDIO 
1 01:00:11:06  NARRATOR: 

AUSTRALIA. A COUNTRY THAT GOES BY MANY 
NAMES. THE LAND DOWN UNDER. OZ. 
 
THEY CONJURE AN OTHERWORLDLY PLACE 
FILLED WITH FANTASTICAL CREATURES. 
 

2 01:00:33:03  NARRATOR: 
THE REALITY ISN’T FAR OFF. ANIMALS UNLIKE 
ANY OTHERS ON EARTH EVOLVED AND 
THRIVED IN ISOLATION ON THIS ISLAND 
CONTINENT FOR ABOUT 30 MILLION YEARS. 
 
(Underwater sounds) 
 

3 01:00:48:04  NARRATOR: 
BUT TODAY, THESE NATIONAL TREASURES 
ARE UNDER SIEGE.  
 
(Wave splashing) 
 
FROM FORCES WE HAVE UNLEASHED ON 
THEIR WORLD.  
 
(Bees buzzing) 
 
INVASIVE SPECIES. HABITAT LOSS. AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE. 
 
(Fire crackling) 
 
 

4 01:01:06:17  TOM GARRETT: 
We have one of the worst records for loss of our 
native species. We have unique animals, and it isn't 
until we actually see them disappear that 
unfortunately we take some action to try and alleviate 
that problem.  
 

5 01:01:21:10  NARRATOR: 
SAVING AUSTRALIA’S WILDLIFE FROM 
THREATS WE CREATED IS A DAUNTING TASK.  
 
(Bird chirping) 
 
(Wave splashing) 
 
WHICH IS WHY CONSERVATIONISTS ARE 
SEEKING HELP FROM SOME SURPRISING 
ALLIES — 
 
SOME OF OUR OLDEST AND MOST BELOVED 
FOUR-LEGGED FRIENDS. 
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 01:01:58:20 GRAPHICS 
ONSCREEN: WILD 
HOPE 

(Music) 

 01:02:02:08 GRAPHICS 
ONSCREEN: 
CANINE 
CONSERVATIONISTS 

 

6 01:02:02:16 
 
01:02:05:10 

 (Birds chirping) 
 
NARRATOR: 
IT’S MORNING IN QUEENSLAND, IN EASTERN 
AUSTRALIA. AND A MAN AND HIS DOGS ARE 
GETTING READY FOR A BIG DAY.      
 
TOM: 
My name's Tom Garrett, and I'm a conservation dog 
handler. And I'm in charge of a team of two English 
springer spaniels. 
 
(Dog panting) 
   

7 01:02:24:07  NARRATOR: 
TOM’S DOGS — ROCKY AND COOPER — ARE IN 
MANY WAYS JUST LIKE ANY OTHER DOGS.    
 
TOM: 
Good boy, yes. 
 
NARRATOR: 
THEY LIKE TO PLAY. THEY LOVE THEIR HUMAN.     
AND IT’S CLEAR HE LOVES THEM RIGHT BACK.        
 
PRODUCER:   
They always drink out of your hat?      
 
TOM: 
Yeah. Well, it saves carrying a container.   
 

8 01:02:50:10  NARRATOR: 
BUT ROCKY AND COOPER AREN’T PETS.     
THEY’VE RECEIVED SPECIAL TRAINING TO 
BECOME “CONSERVATION DOGS.”     
 
TOM   
Show me! Show me! 
  

9 01:03:00:11 
 
01:03:10:23 

 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
TOM GARRETT 
SENIOR PROJECT 
OFFICER, SOUTHERN 
QUEENSLAND 
LANDSCAPES 

TOM: 
Conservation dogs work in an area with threatened 
species, with weeds, with pest animals. And being a 
canine that has a very sensitive nose, reportedly 
6,000 times more sensitive than the ones we have on  
the end of our face, they're very effective in tracking 
animals and following scents.  
  

10 01:03:22:08  NARRATOR: 
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THE IDEA OF USING DOGS FOR CONSERVATION 
IS CATCHING ON IN AUSTRALIA. ESPECIALLY 
WHEN IT COMES TO COMBATING PERHAPS THE 
NUMBER ONE MENACE TO THE COUNTRY’S 
NATIVE WILDLIFE. INVASIVE SPECIES. 
 

11 01:03:41:04  TOM:  
I became involved about seven years ago with the 
conservation dogs, particularly on locating foxes and 
fox dens.           
 
TOM:      
Fox! Find the fox!      
         

12 01:03:55:00  NARRATOR: 
FOXES ARE BUT ONE OF MANY INVASIVES 
PLAGUING AUSTRALIA. RABBITS, FERAL CATS, 
CANE TOADS AND OTHERS HAVE WREAKED 
HAVOC ON PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES THAT 
HAVEN’T HAD TIME TO EVOLVE DEFENSES 
AGAINST THEM. 
 
(Fox chewing) 
  

13 01:04:13:22  NARRATOR: 
BUT THE 1.7 MILLION FOXES THAT LIVE HERE 
TODAY ARE AMONG THE MOST DESTRUCTIVE. 
KILLING ABOUT 300 MILLION NATIVE ANIMALS 
A YEAR. AND THEY SHARE ONE THING IN 
COMMON WITH ALMOST ALL THE OTHER 
INVASIVES: 
 
THEY WERE BROUGHT HERE BY PEOPLE. 
  

14 01:04:36:12 
 
01:04:47:04 

 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
COL LIMPUS 
CHIEF SCIENTIFIC 
OFFICER, 
QUEENSLAND PARKS 
& WILDLIFE SERVICES 

COL LIMPUS: 
Way back with the first settlement of Europeans into 
Australia, someone had the bright idea that we ought 
to have foxes here so we could have fox hunting. And 
when I was a, a child in the 1940s, a young person in 
the 1950s, foxes were very uncommon.  
 
(Foxes growling) 
 
COL: 
By the 1960s and into the '70s, they're actually 
becoming quite common.  
 
(Foxes growling) 
  

15 01:05:04:03  TOM: 
This type of ecosystem here on the coast is really 
ideal real estate for these foxes to live in. We have 
sandy, loamy soil, which the foxes can make a den 
in, and breed in every year. There's lots of native 
animals for them to predate on.     
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16 01:05:24:03  NARRATOR: 
THE FOXES HERE HAVE DEVELOPED A TASTE 
FOR ONE EMBATTLED CREATURE IN 
PARTICULAR: SEA TURTLES. 
 

17 01:05:34:15  NARRATOR: 
THE NEARBY COASTLINE IS HOME TO THE 
LARGEST NESTING POPULATION OF 
LOGGERHEADS IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC. THEY 
AND OTHER MARINE TURTLES HERE, HAVE 
BEEN TARGETED BY THE FOREIGN PREDATOR 
WHEN THEY’RE MOST VULNERABLE. FOR 
DECADES, FOXES HAVE TERRORIZED THE 
TURTLES’ NESTS. 
 

18 01:05:55:00  COL: 
When we started our turtle research here in south 
Queensland in the 1960s, we very quickly realized 
that foxes were a problem. We understood that you 
had to have at least 70% of your clutches that were 
being laid on various beaches surviving. When you 
went onto a beach and you were seeing 30, 40% 
being destroyed by foxes, you were not in a 
sustainable population. 
   

19 01:06:26:14  NARRATOR: 
IN SOME AREAS, FOXES WERE DEVOURING UP 
TO 95 PERCENT OF THE TURTLES’ CLUTCHES. 
BUT THE PROBLEM WASN’T JUST HOW MANY 
TURTLE EGGS THE FOXES WERE EATING. IT 
WAS ALSO WHERE THEY WERE FEASTING ON 
THEM.  
   

20 01:06:42:20  COL: 
One of the things that's come out of the research 
we've done is the sex of the hatchling turtles is 
determined by the temperature of the nest. The 
mainland beaches, they've got brown sands, and 
they're quite warm. The islands offshore in the 
Southern Barrier Reef — they’ve got white coral 
sand, and white sand is reflective, two to four 
degrees cooler. A warm nest gives you more 
females. A cool nest gives you males.  
 

21 01:07:11:16  NARRATOR: 
FOXES ARE FOUND MOSTLY ON THE 
MAINLAND. 
 
COL: 
And so, our fox predation is primarily on the beaches 
that give us the majority of our female hatchling 
production. 
 

22 01:07:24:08  NARRATOR: 
BY EATING TOO MANY FEMALES, FOXES WERE 
JEOPARDIZING THE ENTIRE POPULATION.  
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SO IN 2014, COL TRIED TO STOP THE SPREAD 
OF FOXES BY LAUNCHING A PROGRAM 
CALLED “NEST TO OCEAN.”  
 
THE INITIAL STRATEGY DIDN’T PAN OUT. 
 

23 01:07:44:00  COL: 
We were trying to control foxes by baiting, and it 
really wasn't working. The foxes very quickly learned 
to avoid the baits. And then one of our park staff got 
the idea of bringing in dogs that were trained to sniff 
out the presence of the foxes and to follow their scent 
trails back to the dens.   
 
TOM 
Good boy. 
  

24 01:08:10:00 
 

 NARRATOR: 
THAT’S WHERE TOM AND HIS DOGS CAME IN. 
 
TOM 
Cooper, come on! Out. 
 
NARRATOR: 
THESE TWO ARE EXPERTS AT FINDING FOX 
DENS.  
 
(Barking) 
 
BUT SOME PUPS ARE BETTER AT IT THAN 
OTHERS… 
 

25 01:08:25:15  TOM: 
Just like us, each individual dog has its own 
idiosyncrasies, and its own habits. They're all a little 
different. 
 
(Dogs panting) 
 
TOM: 
Rocky! Sit. 
 
TOM: 
Rocky's been with me for the best part of nine years 
now. 
 
TOM: 
Stay.  
 
TOM: 
My family’s grown up and moved away from home. 
So, Rocky's perhaps more part of the family for me 
now than, uh, than my children are. 
 
TOM: 
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Whatcha got, Rocky? Huh? Where? Show me. 
 
TOM: 
Because Rocky and I spend so much time together 
working. 
 
TOM: 
Good boy. 
 

26 01:08:55:17  NARRATOR: 
COOPER, MEANWHILE… IS STILL A 
CONSERVATION PUP-IN-TRAINING. 
 
TOM: 
Cooper's got a wonderful nose. He’s a very 
exuberant, young dog full of work ethic.  
 
TOM: 
Come on, Cooper. 
 
TOM: 
But it's going to take a little while for Cooper and I to 
understand each other. 
 

27 01:09:10:09  TOM: 
Show me. Show me, Coop. Show me. Cooper — yes! 
  
TOM: 
So, this is one of those older dens that I knew existed 
in this area. But obviously you can see, Rocky 
followed it down. Cooper’s just lost his ball down 
there, so he’s trying to re-gather his ball.  
 
(Dog panting) 
  
TOM: 
Nice to have a lot of tennis balls with you, Coop, am 
I? 
 
 

28 01:09:32:17  TOM: 
The dogs have done such a good job that people 
book us every year to make sure that they’re keeping 
the fox numbers under control so that we can stop 
predation or at least alleviate the problems that foxes 
are causing. 
   

29 01:09:47:20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NARRATOR: 
NO ONE’S MORE FAMILIAR WITH THE SCOURGE 
OF INVASIVES THAN THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED 
HERE THE LONGEST. TOM’S COLLEAGUE, ROB 
GEARY, WORKS FOR AN INDIGENOUS RANGER 
PROGRAM. AND AS A MEMBER OF THE 
TARIBELANG BUNDA ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY, 
HE SEES SAVING SEA TURTLES AS 
PARAMOUNT TO PRESERVING HIS HERITAGE. 
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01:10:18:04 

 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
ROB GEARY 
LAND & SEA RANGER, 
GIDARJIL 
DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 

 
(Dogs panting) 
 
ROB GEARY: 
This area has a lot of cultural significance for our 
traditional people. The turtles have been in our 
traditions for many years. They're also a source of 
food, source of stories that are told to the children. 
Over the years we've lost a lot of our turtles. But now 
we come here every year to try and bring the stocks 
back up. 
 

30 01:10:38:12  TOM: 
Coop! 
 
NARRATOR: 
A KEY COMPONENT OF ROB AND TOM’S 
STRATEGY IS CAMERA TRAPPING — WHICH 
HELPS THEM ZERO IN ON THE BEST SPOTS TO 
DEPLOY THE DOGS. 
 

31 01:10:49:20  ROB: 
So, we’ve set these up every 10Ks along the beach. 
Just to let us know where the foxes might be, where 
they’re coming through. 
 
NARRATOR: 
KNOWING IF FOXES ARE HERE NOW, JUST AS 
THEY’RE BEGINNING TO BREED, IS CRUCIAL 
FOR SAFEGUARDING SEA TURTLES. 
 
TOM 
Lots of images on here. Here ya go, you can have a 
look. 
 
NARRATOR: 
AND FOR ROB, A WAY OF LIFE. 
 

32 01:11:13:07  ROB:   
Definitely something there. See the legs in that?      
 
ROB: 
There! There’s a fox. Yep the, there’s another one. 
Lookin’ right at ya. 
 
TOM: 
Rocky! 
 

33 01:11:33:18  NARRATOR: 
THEIR DENS MUST BE NEARBY. 
 
TOM: 
Fox — find!     
 
NARRATOR: 
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IT DOESN’T TAKE LONG FOR THE DOGS TO 
SNIFF ONE OUT. 
 

34 01:11:46:00  TOM: 
Show me. Show me. 
 
(Dogs panting) 
 
TOM:   
Good boy, yes. Good boys.     
 

35 01:11:55:14  TOM: 
So the dogs are both indicating on a fox den. And 
they’ve both shown great interest — they’ve actually 
put their head in the hole, and started to dig. So that’s 
an indication that the, the uh, den is actually active, 
and the foxes are using it. 
 
TOM: 
Good boy. 
 

36 01:12:10:17  NARRATOR: 
ONCE A DEN IS FOUND, TOM AND ROB GEAR 
UP TO SHUT IT DOWN.  
 
(Dogs panting) 
 
TOM: 
So, there’s the fumigant. It’s the only one registered 
to do this sort of work in Australia for foxes. 
 
TOM 
It’s carbon monoxide, so it takes the oxygen out of 
the red blood cells. And the animals just simply go to 
sleep. 
 
(Sand being shoveled) 
  

37 01:12:41:09  NARRATOR: 
IT MIGHT BE DIFFICULT TO WATCH. BUT FOR 
ROB, IT’S A NECESSARY STEP IN RESTORING 
THIS ECOSYSTEM TO WHAT IT ONCE WAS.   
 
(Sand being shoveled) 
 
 

38 01:12:54:09  ROB: 
I’d love to have seen what it was like 250 years ago 
before the white man got here. I think our land 
would’ve been just beautiful. We had our own 
animals here; we didn’t need foxes. And now, 250 
years later, we’re here trying to fix the problem. 
 

39 01:13:19:07  NARRATOR:  
IN THE TIME SINCE TOM, ROB, AND THE DOGS 
HAVE BEEN WORKING IN SOUTH 
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QUEENSLAND’S WOONGARRA COAST, THEY’VE 
ELIMINATED HUNDREDS OF FOX DENS.  
GIVING TURTLE HATCHLINGS A MUCH BETTER 
CHANCE AT SURVIVAL. 
 
(Wave splashing) 
  

40 01:13:34:03  COL: 
We've been using sniffer dogs now for six years, and 
in those six years, we have not lost a single clutch of 
eggs to foxes on the Woongarra Coast. It is a 
dramatic success, but it goes a lot further than the 
turtles. 
 
(Wave splashing) 
  

41 01:13:53:15  COL: 
Few years ago, it was so rare to see the native small 
mammals. In the last couple of years, we're seeing 
bandicoots all over the place. We’re seeing the little 
marsupial carnivores. And so, it's a benefit for the 
whole suite of native animals. 
 
TOM 
Here! 
 

42 01:14:15:20  NARRATOR: 
DOGS ARE PROVING THEIR MEDAL IN THE 
FIGHT AGAINST FOXES. BUT INVASIVES ARE 
ONLY ONE OF THE THREATS ENDANGERING 
AUSTRALIA’S NATIVE SPECIES. NEARLY 90 
PERCENT OF AUSTRALIANS NOW LIVE IN 
URBAN AREAS.  AND THE GROWING SPRAWL IS 
SQUEEZING NATIVE ANIMALS INTO EVER-
SHRINKING HABITATS. 
   

44 01:14:41:10  NARRATOR: 
CLIMATE CHANGE IS ALSO WREAKING HAVOC. 
MASSIVE BUSHFIRES FROM 2019 TO 2020 
KILLED OR DISPLACED AS MANY AS THREE 
BILLION ANIMALS. A DISASTER KNOWN AS THE 
“BLACK SUMMER.” 
 
(Fire crackling) 
 
NARRATOR: 
ONE OF THE CREATURES MOST AFFECTED BY 
URBAN SPRAWL AND CLIMATE CHANGE IS 
PERHAPS THE COUNTRY’S MOST CHERISHED. 
THE KOALA.  
    

46 01:15:11:00  NARRATOR: 
IN BRISBANE, ABOUT 200 MILES SOUTH OF 
WHERE TOM AND HIS DOGS ARE SAVING SEA 
TURTLES, ANOTHER CONSERVATION DOG 
TEAM… 
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ALEX: 
In your spots! 
 
NARRATOR: 
…IS PREPPING ITS PUPS TO HELP THE 
BELOVED MARSUPIAL. 
 

47 01:15:25:18  OLIVIA WOOSNAM: 
All right. Can you run the hot water, please? 
 
ALEX: 
Mm-hmm.  
  

48 01:15:29:16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01:15:42:10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
OLIVIA WOOSNAM 
CO-DIRECTOR, OWAD 
ENVIRONMENT 

OLIVIA: 
My name is Olivia Woosnam. I'm the co-director of 
OWAD Environment. 
 
OLIVIA: 
That’s good stuff. 
 
OLIVIA: 
We're independent environmental experts in 
improving how we do conservation in Australia. 
 
OLIVIA: 
Can you give me the scale again, please? 
. 
 

49 01:15:50:08  OLIVIA: 
I’ve always lived with dogs my whole life. They are 
specialists in communicating with us and wrapping us 
around their little finger. They're very good at that! 
(Laughs) 
 
OLIVIA: 
Missy!  
 
(Dog whines) 
 
OLIVIA: 
Taz — in your spot. Thank you. Wait. OK, Missy! 
Good girl. 
 

50 01:16:13:15  OLIVIA: 
Taz, you ready? You can have it when I say, “Three!” 
One, two, three! Good girl. 
 
OLIVIA: 
Our two field detection dogs, Taz and Missy, are 
working-line English springer spaniels. Their job, 
where they come in — in the field — is data 
collection. 
 
(Dog eating food) 
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51 01:16:35:22  OLIVIA: 
Just one at a time, thank you! 
 
OLIVIA: 
We focus on a few target species. One of them is the 
koala. 
 
OLIVIA: 
All right, let’s go! 
 
OLIVIA: 
The koala — it's got a really interesting position, both 
ecologically and socially. It's iconic. Everybody knows 
the koala. 
  

52 01:17:00:00  NARRATOR: 
BUT IT’S MORE THAN JUST A CUDDLY SYMBOL. 
KOALAS ARE INDICATORS OF ECOSYSTEM 
HEALTH. 
    

53 01:17:08:10  OLIVIA:  
These types of species are called “flagship species.” 
And so basically, if the koala is doing well, so are a 
whole lot of critical flora and fauna species, that 
everybody depends on, including us humans. These 
are the ecosystems that filter our water, these are the 
trees that enable us to breathe and give us shade. 
 

54 01:17:35:12  OLIVIA:   
Koala… find!     
 
NARRATOR: 
SO, WHAT HAVE KOALAS BEEN TELLING US 
OVER THE PAST FEW DECADES? THE WORLD 
THEY LIVE IN IS ALIEN. 
   

55 01:17:49:11  OLIVIA  
There used to be a lot more koalas round across 
Eastern Australia than there are today.  
 
(Car driving by) 
 
OLIVIA: 
Over the last hundred years or so, big cities, railways, 
highways, and main roads have been putting a lot of 
pressure on the koala and their habitat. The koala is 
one of those species who needs to move around. 
They need to disperse. It's vital. Part of our job is to 
help them have a bit of an easier time navigating 
through an increasingly challenging landscape. 
 

56 01:18:27:21  NARRATOR: 
FIRST, THE TEAM HAS TO FIND THE KOALAS. 
 
(Dog barks) 
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ALEX: 
She’s moving. 
 
OLIVIA: 
Yep! 
 
NARRATOR: 
THAT’S EASIER SAID THAN DONE. BUT WITH 
THE HELP OF DETECTION DOGS, OLIVIA AND 
ALEX — HER HUSBAND AND COLLABORATOR 
— ARE ABLE TO TRACK THEIR MOVEMENTS. 
WELL… THEIR BOWEL MOVEMENTS, THAT IS. 
 
(Dog barks) 
 

57 01:18:57:21  ALEX  
Oh, she’s got some.    
 
(Dog whines) 
 
(Dog whines and barks) 
  
OLIVIA: 
Yes!     
 

58 01:19:08:18  NARRATOR: 
THE NEXT STEP IS GATHERING DATA. 
 
OLIVIA: 
The reason why you have detection dogs for koala 
scats, is the DNA. The koala DNA and the pathogenic 
DNA.      
 
OLIVIA:  
Oooh, there’s a nice one.      
 
ALEX:   
Oh yeah, that’s pretty fresh.      
 
OLIVIA: 
Each koala has its own unique DNA profile. 
 
NARRATOR: 
THAT PROFILE OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO THE 
KOALAS’ HEALTH AND GENEALOGY. 
 
OLIVIA 
Oh that’s a good one. Yep, that’s it… OK. All right. 
OK. 
   

59  
 
01:19:48:09 

 (Cars driving on highway) 
 
OLIVIA:   
Eventually, when you have enough data for any given 
region, you can see how many distinct populations do 
we have in that area? Are they naturally distinct? Or 
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have they become distinct because of habitat 
fragmentation? 
 
OLIVIA: 
Here I’m focusing on Brisbane City Council. 
 
NARRATOR: 
AS IN MANY OTHER URBAN AREAS ACROSS 
THE GLOBE, HABITAT FRAGMENTATION IS ON 
THE RISE AROUND BRISBANE. 
 

60 01:20:19:10 
 
 
 
01:20:18:14 

 
 
MAP LOCATION 
GRAPHICS 
ONSCREEN: 
Somerset, Moreton Bay, 
Brisbane, Redland, 
Logan, Ipswich 

NARRATOR: 
OLIVIA’S DATA HAS SHOWN THAT KOALAS 
HERE ARE NOW ISOLATED IN THREE POCKETS. 
AND EVEN WITHIN THOSE POCKETS, 
POPULATIONS ARE INCREASINGLY CUT OFF 
FROM EACH OTHER. A THREAT TO THEIR 
SURVIVAL. 
 

61 01:20:34:10  OLIVIA:  
When you've got groups of koalas that become 
isolated in one small patch, you can have loss of 
genetic diversity, which can weaken their immune 
system. All you need is one fire, one nasty pathogen 
to get in there and, whoof, it'll just rip right through.  
   

62 01:20:53:02  NARRATOR: 
THE BLACK SUMMER BUSHFIRES WERE A 
DEVASTATING EXAMPLE. THE BLAZES KILLED 
OR DISPLACED SOME 61,000 KOALAS.    
 
FRAGMENTATION INFLICTS OTHER HARM AS 
WELL. 
   

63 01:21:10:15  OLIVIA: 
When you've got an isolated patch, which is 
otherwise completely surrounded by an inherently 
dangerous landscape, what happens is they end up 
getting smashed on the road over and over.    
 
(Cars driving by) 
 

64 01:21:23:19  NARRATOR: 
IN SOUTHEAST QUEENSLAND ALONE, CARS 
KILL ABOUT 300 KOALAS A YEAR. BUT NOW, 
DATA OLIVIA AND HER DOGS HAVE GATHERED 
ARE HELPING URBAN PLANNERS IDENTIFY 
WHERE KOALAS ARE MOST LIKELY TO CROSS 
ROADS AND OFFER THEM SAFE PASSAGE. 
   

65 01:21:44:10  OLIVIA: 
So, this is one of the latest structures that Brisbane, 
uh, constructed over an existing road. You can see 
the young trees there are starting to come up already. 
The beauty with such overpasses is that they look 
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after themselves. And there's very little maintenance 
required. 
   

66 01:22:05:18  NARRATOR: 
THIS NEW WILDLIFE OVERPASS IS 
SURROUNDED BY FENCING THAT PREVENTS 
KOALAS FROM CROSSING ELSEWHERE. AND 
CAMERA TRAPS HAVE REVEALED THAT 
KOALAS ARE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF 
STRUCTURES LIKE THIS, ACROSS BRISBANE. 
   

67 01:22:25:10 
 
01:22:30:10 

 
 
MAP OF WILDLIFE 
CROSSING 
Map Locators, SIGNS: 
2005 Wildlife Crossing 
New Wildlife Crossing 

OLIVIA: 
By adding this one here, it means they now have 
three very big patches of bush lands that have been 
reconnected, and they're entirely secured.      
 
 
(Cars driving on road) 
 

68 01:22:38:05  OLIVIA: 
We need to secure large functional corridors right 
now, and protect them forever. So that when these 
areas do come under pressure from development, 
they're already no-go zones. That's really the most 
effective way — and also the cheapest way — of 
achieving real conservation, is to plan ahead.    
 

69 01:23:01:05  
 

NARRATOR: 
FOR OLIVIA, PLANNING AHEAD ISN’T JUST 
ABOUT SMARTER URBAN DESIGN. IT’S ALSO 
ABOUT SPARKING INTEREST IN 
CONSERVATION AT AN EARLY AGE. WHICH IS 
WHY SHE OFTEN SHARES HER PASSION FOR 
NATURE, CONSERVATION AND PUPS WITH THE 
LEADERS OF TOMORROW. 
 

71 01:23:20:15  OLIVIA:  
All right, should we have a little bit of a chat about 
doggies? 
 
(Children laughing) 
 
OLIVIA: 
We do a lot of education, and particularly we like to 
intervene with the younger generation. 
 

72 01:23:33:01  OLIVIA: 
OK, let's be clear: Dogs are awesome, right? Who's 
with me? Yeah. Most of you are.      
 
OLIVIA: 
Detection dogs are not kid-compatible. So 
unfortunately, we cannot let them interact. However, 
for all these training workshops, we have a PR 
officer, who's also our pet dog, Shaggy. And he is 
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specifically trained to teach people what they can do 
with their own dog at home.      
 
OLIVIA: 
There's a lot of wildlife, native wildlife around us. 
They're not used to dogs. They don’t know how to 
protect themselves against dogs. It's our 
responsibility as dog owners to make sure that our 
dogs aren’t an additional threat to the wildlife that we 
care about. Shaggy’s starting to, to meet and greet 
you. 
 
OLIVIA: 
OK, you can come, just no, don’t sort of, a few at a 
time. Don’t crowd him! Yeah, well done! 
   

73 01:24:28:21  NARRATOR: 
IN HER PRESENTATIONS…     
 
OLIVIA: 
We’ll do sort of a semi-circle. Semi-circle. Move, 
move, move…     
 
NARRATOR: 
OLIVIA TEACHES KIDS THE BASICS OF DOG 
TRAINING.     
 
GIRL 
Sit. No, sit.      
 
OLIVIA   
Yes — well done. She’s done it! (Laughs) 
 
NARRATOR: 
…AND ALSO, HOW TO CALL THEM OFF WHEN 
THEY’RE HARASSING NATIVE SPECIES.     
 
OLIVIA: 
Go bang… 
 
BOY:  
Bang!     
 
(Children and Olivia laughing and clapping) 
 
OLIVIA: 
Well done! 
 
(Children and Olivia laughing and clapping) 
 
 

74 01:24:57:17  NARRATOR: 
THE HOPE IS TO HELP KIDS GRASP THE POWER 
THEY CAN WIELD AS CONSERVATIONISTS.    
 
OLIVIA: 
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We can have all the knowledge and all the amazing 
science. Doesn't mean anything, it doesn't achieve 
anything out there tangibly in the real world until you 
do something with it. It's all about doing what you can 
in your own backyard. That's all that matters, really.   
 

75 01:25:18:20  CHRISTY: 
People like Alex and Olivia and their dogs, what 
they've been able to contribute to koala conservation 
is just amazing. It's absolutely fabulous. So, can we 
give them a clap?     
  
 
(Children clapping) 
 

76 01:25:31:09  NARRATOR: 
IN THE ANIMAL KINGDOM, EVERY CREATURE 
HAS ITS OWN DISTINCT SET OF ABILITIES. WE 
HUMANS AREN’T KNOWN FOR OUR SENSE OF 
SMELL, BUT WE’VE AT LAST COME TO REALIZE 
THAT A POWERFUL CONSERVATION PARTNER 
HAS BEEN HIDING RIGHT UNDER OUR NOSES. 
 

77 01:25:49:06  OLIVIA: 
Our dogs are really an extension of us and are here 
to fill a gap. 
 
OLIVIA: 
Her reward — it’s not so much chasing the ball; it’s 
more holding the ball in her mouth and having a belly 
rub. (Laughs) 
 
OLIVIA: 
Good girl! 
 
OLIVIA: 
I don't know if I'm religious or not. But whoever came 
up with dogs is awesome. (Laughs) 
 

78 01:26:14:20  NARRATOR: 
ACROSS AUSTRALIA, DOGS ARE HELPING US 
STUDY ELUSIVE PLATYPUSES, EXPAND 
TASMANIAN DEVIL POPULATIONS AND EVEN 
PROTECT LITTLE PENGUINS FROM 
PREDATORS. 
 
(Dog barks) 
 
BOTH HERE, AND AROUND THE WORLD, THEY 
CAN MAKE US MORE EFFECTIVE 
CONSERVATIONISTS.     
 
TOM: 
I think it's just an entirely untapped potential for those 
types of dogs to be working in ecology, and anywhere 
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we need to know how we can react to the problems 
we're facing in the future.   
 
(Waves splashing) 
 

79 01:26:49:00  NARRATOR: 
THEY’RE HELPING US SAFEGUARD NATIVE 
SPECIES. AND OFFERING FRESH HOPE THAT 
LONG-CHERISHED ECOSYSTEMS CAN BE 
RESTORED. 
  

80 01:27:00:05  ROB: 
When my great, great grandkids are walking around, 
I'd love for them to see the turtles hatching and 
heading back to the ocean. This whole ecosystem — 
I watch it change; I watch it regrow. We're watching 
the turtle population get bigger. I'm hoping they'll still 
get to see all that in future generations. 
 

81 01:27:30:00 END CREDITS  
 


