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 TIMECODE GRAPHICS 

ONSCREEN 
AUDIO 

1.   
01:00:01:19 
 
 
01:00:05:00 
 
01:00:06:08 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01:00:23:10 
 
01:00:24:15 
 
01:00:29:05 
 
 
01:00:30:15 

 NICK ROGACKI VO:  
“HERE’S TO THE LAND OF THE LONG LEAF 
PINE,” 
 
(Bird chirping) 
 
“THE SUMMER LAND WHERE THE SUN DOTH 
SHINE, WHERE THE WEAK GROW STRONG AND 
THE STRONG GROW GREAT, HERE’S TO “DOWN 
HOME,” THE OLD NORTH STATE.” 
[Quote from NC State Song, “The Old North State”] 
 
Frog croaking) 
 
(Explosion) 
 
(Weapon firing) 
 
 
(Series of explosions, followed by guns firing) 

2.  01:00:33:10 
 
 
 
01:00:37:09 
 
01:00:38:08 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01:01:38:16 
 
01:01:03:05 
 
 
 
01:01:10:19 
 

 NARRATOR: 
NORTH CAROLINA, THE OLD NORTH STATE, 
ALSO EMBRACES DESTRUCTION… 
 
(Explosion, soldiers shouting) 
 
AND ALTHOUGH AN ARMY TRAINING GROUND 
MIGHT SEEM LIKE THE LAST PLACE TO FIND 
WILDLIFE, THIS FIRING RANGE IS ALSO A 
HAVEN FOR AN ENDANGERED SPECIES.  
 
(Birds chirping) 
 
AN IMPROBABLE ALLIANCE THAT’S GIVING ONE 
SPECIAL BIRD A CHANCE AT A COMEBACK.  
 
(Woodpecker chirping) 
 
…AND ITS RECOVERY IS AMONG THE MOST 
INSPIRING CONSERVATION STORIES IN 
AMERICAN HISTORY.  
 
(Woodpecker chirping) 
 

3.  01:01:27:11 GRAPHICS 
ONSCREEN: 
WILD HOPE 

(🎵 WILD HOPE THEME Music🎵) 

4.  01:01:30:08 EPISODE TITLE:  
WOODPECKER WARS 
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5.  01:01:40:20  JESSIE SCHILLACI: I've always been interested in 
birds ever since I was a kid. 
 
I love being outdoors and it just so happens that there 
was a job opening here so I started working with the 
woodpecker.   

6.  01:01:57:09 
 

 NARRATOR: JESSIE SCHILLACI SCHILLACI IS A 
WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST, BUT YOU WON'T FIND 
HER ON A NATURE PRESERVE, OR IN A 
NATIONAL PARK … SHE’S EMBEDDED AT FORT 
BRAGG MILITARY BASE.   
 

7.  01:02:13:05 
 
 
 
 
 
01:02:20:08 
 
01:02:20:15 
 

LOWER THIRD: 
Jessie Schillaci 
Wildlife Biologist, Fort 
Bragg Endangered 
Species Branch 

JESSIE SCHILLACI: I've been on Fort Bragg for 
approximately 20 years … Oh, you might want to put 
your camera down here.  
 
 
 
CAMERA MAN: Oh. 
 
JESSIE SCHILLACI: Yeah, this is a special forces 
compound. Sorry.  

8.  01:02:26:19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01:02:46:00 
 
01:02:46:19 
 
 
01:02:51:17 
 
01:02:53:13 
 
01:02:55:56 
 
 
01:03:03:04 

 NARRATOR:  
WITH ALMOST 50,000 ACTIVE-DUTY SOLDIERS, 
NORTH CAROLINA’S FORT BRAGG IS THE 
LARGEST MILITARY BASE IN THE U.S. BY 
POPULATION.   
IT’S ALSO GROUND ZERO FOR AN 
EXTRAORDINARY PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE 
U.S MILITARY AND CONSERVATIONISTS,  
 
(Sound of weapon firing) 
 
WHO TURNED FROM ENEMIES TO ALLIES TO 
SAVE ONE PLUCKY BIRD FROM EXTINCTION…  
 
(Weapon firing) 
 
(Woodpecker chirping)  
 
…THE RED-COCKADED WOODPECKER, OR 
RCW, FOR SHORT. 
 
(Woodpecker chirping)  

9.  01:03:04:00 
 
 
 
 
 
01:03:22:09 

  RCW NUMBERS HAVE PLUMMETED OVER THE 
LAST CENTURY, FROM 1.5 MILLION BREEDING 
GROUPS PRIOR TO 1910 TO JUST 4,000 IN 1995 
…AND THAT DECLINE HAD A LOT TO DO WITH 
WHERE THE BIRD LIVES. 
 
(Woodpecker pecking)  

10.  01:03:24:08 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
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01:03:34:00 
 
01:03:34:13 

THE RCW MAKES ITS HOME LIKE OTHER 
WOODPECKERS: BY DRUMMING ITS BEAK INTO 
A TREE’S HEARTWOOD TO CARVE A CAVITY 
FOR A NEST.  
 
(Woodpecker pecking)  
 
BUT IT'S THE TYPE OF TREE THEY CHOOSE 
THAT MAKES THE RCW UNIQUE.  
 

11.  01:03:43:00 
 
 
01:03:47:20 
 
01:03:51:08 

 JESSIE SCHILLACI: It's really the only woodpecker in 
North America that excavates living pine trees.  
 
(Birds chirping) 
 
It takes them 1 to 10 years to excavate an entire 
cavity. A generation of RCWs is considered four 
years, so you could consider it multi-generational. 
 

12.  01:04:05:10  NARRATOR: 
A LIVING PINE IS FULL OF SAP … AND PECKING 
AROUND THE ENTRANCE CREATES A STICKY 
BLOCKADE AGAINST ONE OF THE RCW'S MOST 
AGILE PREDATORS, THE TREE-CLIMBING RAT 
SNAKE. 
 
THE SAP GETS CAUGHT BETWEEN THE 
SNAKE’S SCALES, CAUSING IT TO LOSE ITS 
GRIP AND FALL. 
 
TO AVOID GETTING STUCK IN THE SAP, RCW’s 
PREEN THEIR FEET AND FEATHERS DAILY. 
 

13.  01:04:40:00 
 
 
 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
MOST RCW CAVITIES ARE DRILLED INTO A 
MAGNIFICENT SPECIES CALLED THE LONGLEAF 
PINE. TREES NEED TO BE AT LEAST 60 YEARS 
OLD TO BE THICK ENOUGH FOR A CAVITY.   
 
LONGLEAF PINES CAN GROW UP TO 120 FEET 
TALL (35 METERS TALL), WHICH MAKES 
STUDYING THE BIRDS THAT LIVE IN THEM AN 
EXTREME SPORT. 

14.  01:05:05:10 
 

 JESSIE SCHILLACI:  
I’m about to start the process of peeping this 60-foot 
cavity tree. It may or may not be on nestlings? And 
we’re about to find out. 
 

15.  01:05:18:15 
 

 NARRATOR: 
TO MONITOR THE RCW POPULATION—OR PEEP, 
AS THEY CALL IT—JESSIE SCHILLACI AND HER 
TEAM USE A VERY SPECIALIZED CAMERA. 

16.  01:05:28:10 
 

 JESSIE SCHILLACI: 
They created this camera that's protected against sap 
and bumping and dropping to figure out what's in the 
cavities.  
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17.  01:05:38:15  JESSIE SCHILLACI: Oh, down. Don’t move it, I gotta 
come down a little bit. 
 
JESSIE SCHILLACI: Alright, down, yeah right there. 
 
PAULA GARCIA: Right there?  
  
JESSIE SCHILLACI: Yeah, hang on… There. What 
do yah got? 
 
PAULA GARCIA: We have three nestlings!  
 
JESSIE SCHILLACI: Okay great. 

18.  01:06:02:18 
 
 
 
01:06:13:20 

 JESSIE SCHILLACI:  
It's like an Easter egg hunt. That's exciting because 
we want these birds to procreate on the landscape, to 
help recover them as a species. 
 
A cluster of trees will have one group of birds and one 
nest in it.  
 
(Chirping) 
 
A male and a female can pull off a nest, but we found 
out that more successful nests are produced from a 
male, a female, and one, two, or three helper males, 
because everybody's helping to feed the nestlings. 

19.  01:06:38:10 
 
 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
THE PEEP-CAM ALSO REVEALS OTHERS WHO 
RELY ON THESE DWELLINGS: BIRDS MOVING 
INTO ABANDONED NESTS; AND SQUIRRELS 
AND LARGER BIRDS THAT EVICT RCW’S AND 
ENLARGE THE CAVITIES, CREATING COZY 
HOMES FOR WOOD DUCKS AND OTHER 
SPECIES.  
 
IN FACT, THE CREATURES OF THE LONGLEAF 
PINE DEPEND ON THE CAVITIES SO MUCH, THE 
WOODPECKER IS CONSIDERED A KEYSTONE 
SPECIES—A CREATURE THAT HELPS HOLD AN 
ENTIRE ECOSYSTEM TOGETHER. 
 
(Birds chirping) 
 
THAT RCW-DEPENDENT ECOSYSTEM 
UNRAVELS IF THERE AREN’T ENOUGH PINE 
TREES TO MAKE CAVITIES IN. 

20.  01:07:23:10 
 
01:07:26:22 
 
 

 (Sound of tree falling) 
 
NARRATOR: 
THESE OPEN, SUNNY FORESTS ONCE SPANNED 
90 MILLION ACRES (36 MILLION HECTACRE), 
BEFORE COLONISTS BEGAN FELLING THE 
LONG-LEAF PINES FOR SHIP-BUILDING.  

21.  01:07:38:10 
 

 JESSIE SCHILLACI:   
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The naval stores were using these very tall and very 
sturdy pine trees as ship masts. And then, they 
started collecting resin and creating tar, because 
they're so sappy.  

22.  01:07:57:10 
 

 NARRATOR: 
AS THE PINES DISAPPEARED, SO DID THE RED-
COCKADED WOODPECKER …BY 1970, A MERE 
3% OF THE ORIGINAL FORESTS REMAINED – 
AND THE RCW LANDED ON THE ENDANGERED 
SPECIES LIST. 
 
THE OUTLOOK SEEMED BLEAK, UNTIL 
SCIENTISTS MADE A SURPRISING DISCOVERY. 
RCW NUMBERS WERE ACTUALLY INCREASING 
WITHIN THE CHALLENGING CONFINES OF FORT 
BRAGG. 
 
(Helicopter rotors) 
 
FIGURING OUT WHY WAS NO EASY FEAT 
…BECAUSE IT WAS A PRETTY CHALLENGING 
LANDSCAPE FOR SCIENTISTS, TOO.  

23.  01:08:37:00 
 

 JESSIE SCHILLACI:    
We’re working with the military but we always get the 
comment that we’re called the “Pecker Checkers” and 
that they don’t like us. 

24.  01:08:52:10 
 
 
 
01:08:57:02 
 

 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Mike Lynch 
Former Director of 
Plans, Training, 
Mobilization and 
Security,  
Fort Bragg 

MIKE LYNCH: Fort Bragg almost shut down, over a 
single species.   
 
 
Hell, I worked here for five years, literally, before I 
ever saw a woodpecker …and I had to go looking for 
it. 

25.  01:09:06:10 
 

 NARRATOR: 
MIKE LYNCH HAS SPENT 34 YEARS ON THE 
BASE, AND KNOWS EVERY INCH OF IT. 
 

26.  01:09:13:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01:09:13:15 
 

 MIKE LYNCH: 
Fort Bragg is pretty much 170,000 acres of primarily 
all longleaf forest. But when you get off base, you can 
see clearly for miles and miles where there used to be 
large swaths of habitat, longleaf pine growth. So that 
is one of the reasons that Fort Bragg has such a great 
population of woodpeckers, is because they were 
literally forced onto us. 
 
(Sound of woodpecker pecking.) 

27.   01:09:41:00 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
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WITH SO FEW LONGLEAF PINE FORESTS LEFT 
OUTSIDE THE BASE, FORT BRAGG—TO ITS 
DISMAY—BECAME AN OASIS OF RCW HABITAT.  
 
THE STAGE WAS SET FOR A BATTLE EVEN THE 
U.S. MILITARY WASN’T PREPARED FOR. 
 

28.   01:09:59:00 
 

 MIKE LYNCH: 
Commanders ultimately, their number one 
responsibility is to make sure their soldiers are 
prepared to deploy on a moment's notice. And we 
know that the better trained they are, the more likely 
they are to return from that deployment. 
 
In 1990, we got this letter from this small organization 
called the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. It basically 
said, "Your training is affecting the continued 
existence of the red-cockaded woodpecker and you 
need to halt and desist."  
 
When we first got our restrictions, we could not 
maneuver, couldn't fire, had to avoid areas. We had 
soldiers more concerned with, “Am I near a 
woodpecker?” than they were about, “Is this the right 
place to lay an ambush?”   
 
And eventually it went to the White House. We held 
meetings and we held more meetings…half the room 
were army guys, half the people were 
environmentalists. We couldn't sit for 25 minutes 
without almost going into fisticuffs. 
 

29.  01:10:57:10 
 
 
 
 
01:11:04:10 
 

 NARRATOR: 
AS NEGOTIATIONS DRAGGED ON, BIOLOGISTS 
REALIZED SOMETHING RATHER ODD ABOUT 
WHERE THE RCW’S WERE CHOOSING TO NEST.  
 
(Sounds of guns firing) 
 

30.  01:11:12:20 
 
 
01:11:16:10 
 
01:11:17:15 
01:11:18:04 
 
01:11:21:20 
 
01:11:23:10 
 
01:11:23:12 
 
 
01:11:26:50 
 
 
01:11:30:09 
 

 MIKE LYNCH: Today we fire the most sophisticated 
weapons in the world here and do it very well.  
 
(Guns firing) 
 
(Soldier shouting) 
(Weapons firing) 
 
MIKE LYNCH: The most dense…  
 
(Explosion) 
 
MIKE LYNCH: …population of woodpeckers resides 
inside those impact areas.  
 
(Machine guns firing) 
   
MIKE LYNCH:  We kind of thought, “Hey, if they’re 
thriving and doing well in the impact areas, maybe our 
training isn’t all that bad.”  
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01:11:39:09 

 
(helicopter rotors) 
 

31.  01:11:39:14 
 
 
 
 
01:11:47:22 

 NARRATOR: 
THE MILITARY AND THE CONSERVATION 
COMMUNITY WERE ABOUT TO MAKE A 
COLOSSAL DISCOVERY …BORN OF FIRE. 
 
(Flames crackling on ground) 
 

32.  01:11:50:10 
 
01:11:54:55 
 
1:11:57:16 
 
01:11:58:20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Brian Ball 
Wildlife Biologist, 
Endangered Species 
Branch 
 

(Flames burning grass) 
 
(Tractor driving) 
 
BRIAN BALL: I get to work with fire. You really can’t 
ask for a whole lot better than that. So, yeah it’s a fun 
place to work. 
 

33.  01:12:03:17 
 
 
01:12:04:18 
 
 
 
 
 
01:12:16:07 
 

 (Tractor driving and flames burning on forest floor)  
 
NARRATOR: 
LIKE JESSIE SCHILLACI, BRIAN BALL BALL IS A 
BIOLOGIST HERE AT FORT BRAGG. BUT 
INSTEAD OF SCALING LONGLEAF PINES, HE 
USES PRESCRIBED BURNS TO MANAGE THE 
FOREST FLOOR AROUND THEM. 
 
(Flames crackling on forest floor) 

34.  01:12:20:10 
 

 BRIAN BALL: They're low intensity fires, and they 
basically just clean the fuel off the ground, knock back 
some of the midstory trees.  
 

35.  01:12:28:20 
 
 
01:12:30:15 
 
01:12:31:00 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
THE BURNS RESEMBLE THE NATURAL FIRES  
 
(Thunder clap) 
 
THAT LIGHTNING STORMS USED TO SPARK 
MORE FREQUENTLY IN THE SOUTHEASTERN 
U.S.  
 

36.  01:12:37:00 
 

 
 

BRIAN BALL: These disturbances are very important 
to the natural environment.  
 

37.  01:12:45:10 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

NARRATOR: 
MANY PLANTS AND ANIMALS EVOLVED TO 
WITHSTAND FIRE–AND EVEN DEPEND ON IT.   
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01:13:06:00 
 
 
 
01:13:08:10 
 
 
 
 
 
01:13:27:20 
 

 
 
 
GRAPHIC: 
Animation graphic 
illustrating the impact of 
fire regeneration  

THE THICK BARK OF THE LONGLEAF PINE, AND 
ITS YOUNG SEEDLINGS, WHICH RESEMBLE A 
CLUMP OF GRASS, ARE NATURALLY 
RESISTANT TO FIRE.   
 
 
 
 
THE FLAMES CLEAR OUT COMPETING 
VEGETATION, AND LEAVE BEHIND NUTRIENTS 
THE PINE NEEDS TO THRIVE. CHARRED WOOD 
ALSO ATTRACTS BEETLES THAT THE RCW’S 
LOVE TO EAT.  
 
(Birds chirping) 
 

38.  01:13:31:00 
 

 BRIAN BALL: You'll get green buds coming up two 
days, three days after the fire from wiregrass, Bracken 
fern, lots of the fire adaptive, fire loving species, they 
respond very, very quickly after a fire.  

39.  01:13:47:20 
 
 
 
 
01:14:00:18 
 
 
 
 
 
01:14:03:18 
 
 
01:14:11:00 
 
 
01:14:19:02 
 

 NARRATOR: 
DESPITE THE BENEFITS OF THESE NATURAL 
FIRE CYCLES, U.S. POLICY OVER MOST OF THE 
LAST CENTURY WAS TO SUPPRESS THEM. 
 
(Flames crackling)  
 
THE UNDERSTORY GREW THICK, AND 
AMERICA’S FORESTS BECAME VULNERABLE TO 
CATASTROPHIC FIRES. 
 
(Flames crackling)  
 
…BUT NOT HERE AT FORT BRAGG, WHERE THE 
FOREST REGULARLY CATCHES FIRE BY 
ACCIDENT. 
 
(Sounds of guns firing) 
 

40.  01:14:20:00 
 
01:14:22:06 
 
01:14:22:55 
 
 
01:14:24:00 

 BRIAN BALL: Military is very good at starting fires.  
 
(Guns firing) 
 
But most start from actual tracer rounds from machine 
guns.  
 
(Weapons firing) 

41.  01:14:30:10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01:14:50:00 

 NARRATOR: 
THE ARMY ALSO SETS PRESCRIBED BURNS TO 
HELP MANAGE THE LANDSCAPE FOR ITS WAR 
GAMES. 
 
CONSERVATIONISTS SOON REALIZED THAT THE 
ARMY WAS UNKNOWINGLY CREATING OPTIMAL 
CONDITIONS FOR THE LONGLEAF TO THRIVE. 
 
(Birds chirping)  
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01:14:56:10 
 
 
 
01:15:04:10 

 
THE BEST WAY TO HELP THE RED-COCKADED 
WOODPECKER WAS ALREADY ROUTINE AT 
FORT BRAGG. 
 
(Birds chirping) 

42.  01:15:08:00  NARRATOR: 
AND THE WOODPECKER WASN’T THE ONLY 
BENEFICIARY.  

43.  01:15:14:10  NICK HADDAD: Oh, this site is beautiful! 
 

44.  01:15:16:18 
 

 ANOTHER SPECIES THAT RELIES ON 
FREQUENTLY BURNT HABITAT IS ALSO FOUND 
AT FORT BRAGG - AND NOWHERE ELSE.   
 

45.  01:15:25:00 
 
01:15:25:15 
 
01:15:28:06 
 

 
 
 

BRIAN BALL:  Four weeks since the burn. 
 
NICK HADDAD:  Four weeks ago? 
 
BRIAN BALL:  Yep. 

46.  01:15:31:08 
 

 NARRATOR: 
WHEN BRIAN BALL’S NOT BUSY THROWING 
FLAMES, HE’S TROMPING THROUGH WETLAND 
MEADOWS WITH ECOLOGIST NICK HADDAD. 
 
TODAY THEY’RE HOPING TO FIND ONE OF THE 
RAREST SPECIES ON THE CONTINENT …A 
BUTTERFLY KNOWN AS THE ST. FRANCIS 
SATYR. 

47.  01:15:48:00 
 
01:15:48:06 
 
01:15:49:55 
 
01:15:45:00 

 NICK HADDAD: Oh, here's one. 
 
BRIAN BALL: Got one? 
 
(Nick laughs) 
 
NICK HADDAD: Yep. This is the first one I've seen 
this year. Exciting.  

48.  01:16:00:18 
 

 BRIAN BALL: If you weren't looking for it specifically, 
you wouldn't notice it. But they really are beautiful 
butterflies when you get a good look at them. 
 

49.  01:16:09:00 
 

 NARRATOR: 
SEVERAL DISTINCT POPULATIONS WERE 
DISCOVERED ON THE BASE IN 1983, AND 
SCIENTISTS WORKED QUICKLY TO TRY AND 
PROTECT THEM.  
 

50.  01:16:18:16 
 
 

LOWER THIRD: 
Nick Haddad 
Ecologist, Michigan 
State University 

NICK HADDAD: The first thing I thought to do was 
just keep people out because if we just keep people 
away, the butterfly will be able to thrive again.  
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51.  01:16:30:10 
 
 
01:16:34:12 

 NARRATOR: 
BUT KEEPING PEOPLE OUT WASN’T ENOUGH 
TO SAVE THESE POCKETS OF BUTTERFLIES.  
 
(Birds chirping) 

52.  01:16:36:10 
 

 NICK HADDAD: We saw them go extinct one, by 
another, by another, and in very rapid succession. So 
within about a five-year period, all those populations 
were lost, save one.  We had to do something 
different. 

53.  01:17:00:00 
 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
THE LAST POPULATION OF ST. FRANCIS 
SATYRS ON EARTH WAS HANGING TOUGH ON 
JUST 200 ACRES (80 HECTACRES) IN THE 
HEART OF FORT BRAGG’S ARTILLERY RANGE. 

54.  01:17:13:15 
 

 NICK HADDAD: My first thought was, wow I could be 
walking into all sorts of danger, but what I really saw 
was what I think are the most beautiful habitats in 
North Carolina.  
 
We'd see endangered plants, we’d see Venus 
flytraps, pitcher plants, other things that you just don't 
find outside. 

55.  01:17:35:00 
 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
LIKE THE LONGLEAF PINE, ALL OF THESE 
PLANTS—INCLUDING A TYPE OF SEDGE THE 
BUTTERFLY DEPENDS ON—THRIVE ON 
REGULAR, LOW-INTENSITY FIRES. 
 

56.  01:17:46:08 
 

 NICK HADDAD: What we learned is that the military, 
through its activities, were doing a better job at 
restoration than the biologists. 
 

57.  01:17:59:00 
 

 FORT BRAGG’S FIRE-SCULPTED HABITAT 
PROVIDES A SANCTUARY FOR RARE SPECIES 
…WHICH BEGS THE QUESTION: CAN SUCH 
HABITAT BE EXPANDED BEYOND THE BASE? 
 

58.  01:18:21:20 
 
 
 
01:18:26:16 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Jesse Wimberley 
Coordinator, NC 
Sandhills Prescribed 
Burn Association 

JESSE WIMBERLEY: My grandfather was not a 
person of a lot of words. One of the few things he ever 
said to me was, "If you are in the woods and you're 
still long enough, the forest will talk to you." I go into 
the woods every day to listen, to get direction for my 
work. 
 
 

59.  01:18:43:10 
 

 NARRATOR: 
AS A FOURTH GENERATION LANDOWNER, 
JESSE WIMBERLEY HAS COME TO KNOW AND 
LOVE THE LONGLEAF PINE FOREST …AND TO 
DO WHAT HE CAN TO PROTECT IT.    
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90% OF THE FOREST OUTSIDE FORT BRAGG IS 
A PATCHWORK OF PRIVATE LAND.  MOST ARE 
FARMS, LIKE JESSE WIMBERLEY’S, THAT HAVE 
BEEN OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE SAME 
FAMILIES FOR GENERATIONS.  
 
IF MANAGED PROPERLY, THIS LAND COULD BE 
A GAME CHANGER FOR THE RED-COCKADED 
WOODPECKER. 

60.  01:19:17:10 
 

 JESSE WIMBERLEY: This is one of the most 
important areas of the entire North Carolina 
restoration effort, is right through here.  
 
This is what we call the gap. This is Fort Bragg. This 
is 70,000 acres of Camp Mackall in the game lands. 
So we're talking about roughly 400,000 acres between 
these two and what separates them is a small little 
area of private landowners in between.  

61.  01:19:44:10 
 

 NARRATOR: 
BRIDGING THIS GAP WOULD NOT ONLY EXPAND 
THE RCW’S RANGE, IT WOULD ALSO 
SAFEGUARD THE ENTIRE LONGLEAF PINE 
ECOSYSTEM ON THESE PRIVATE LANDS.  
 
…BUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
CONSERVATIONISTS AND LANDOWNERS GOT 
OFF TO A ROCKY START.   
 

62.  01:20:00:17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01:20:17:00 
 

 [ARCHIVE FOOTAGE OF RICHARD NIXON’S 1970 
State of the Union address:]  
 
PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON: “The great question 
of the ‘70s is, shall we surrender to our surroundings? 
Or shall we make our peace with nature, and begin to 
make reparations for the damage we have done to 
our air, to our land and to our water?”  
 
(Audience applauds)  
 

63.  01:20:22:00 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
AFTER PRESIDENT NIXON SIGNED THE 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT IN 1973, 
LANDOWNERS COULD FACE HEFTY FINES OR 
EVEN IMPRISONMENT IF ANYTHING HAPPENED 
TO RCW’S ON THEIR PROPERTY. 
 

64.  01:20:37:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 JESSE WIMBERLEY: It appeared to the landowner 
that a bird had more rights than they did. They were 
cutting down the very trees that could be habitat for 
the birds to get rid of those old growth trees before 
you attracted a bird.   
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01:20:54:00 
 
 

It was right here, in the Sandhills of North Carolina, 
where we came up with “Safe Harbor” which says to 
that private landowner, if you're out there being a 
good steward and restoring that landscape, and it 
attracts endangered species, you won't then be 
penalized with what you can do on that land. As a 
matter of fact, you will go to the top of the stack in 
getting more assistance - which is the way it should 
be. We should be incentivizing the behavior that we 
want to see.  
 

65.  01:21:24:05 
 

 JESSE WIMBERLEY: Oh, look at the re-gen of the 
longleaf in here, it's just amazing how much… 
 

66.  01:21:29:00 
 

 NARRATOR: 
ENACTED IN 1995, THE SAFE HARBOR 
PROGRAM MOTIVATED LANDOWNERS TO 
COMPLY WITH THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT 
…AND CONSERVATION-MINDED FOLKS LIKE 
JESSE WERE READY TO WELCOME A NEW 
GENERATION OF LAND STEWARDS.  
 

67.  01:21:45:15  JESSE WIMBERLEY: All these little dots you see are 
red, are Red-Cockaded cavity trees, and you see a 
bunch over here, but historically these two 
populations did not know each other, and they weren't 
dating. We thought it'd be a good idea if we could 
bring these two populations together to increase, uh, 
genetic diversity. But besides the conservation value 
of linking these two restoration efforts…what's 
important is having people value their land and be 
good stewards of their land, so that y'all can see the 
legacy that was started by you and your husband, 
passed on to the next generation. And that's what 
gets me excited. I'm fourth generation on my land. 
And I know that I'm passing on something... Phew.. 
wow, man, didn't know I was going to get emotional 
here. 
 

68.  01:22:28:08  CAROL ANN WILLIAMS: Well, this is third generation 
here, and their children are fourth generation. 

69.  01:22:31:00  JESSE WIMBERLEY: And what really keeps me 
going is meeting folks like y'all and working with you 
and know that we're doing something much larger 
than us. 
 

70.  01:22:38:05 
 
01:22:39:2- 
 
01:22:39:21 

 TERRY BYERS:  And we are such a fun bunch.  
 
Terry and Jesse laugh 
 
JESSE WIMBERLEY: And you are a fun bunch! 
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71.  01:22:44:20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01:23:03:16 
 
01:23:04:20 
 

 NARRATOR: 
JESSE’S PITCH IS WORKING. THESE THREE 
LANDOWNERS HAVE CHOSEN TO SET ASIDE 
PROPERTY FOR RCW HABITAT.  
 
PRESCRIBED BURNS ARE A CRUCIAL STEP IN 
THE PROCESS, BUT THE LANDOWNERS ARE 
NOT YET COMFORTABLE PLAYING WITH FIRE.   
 
(Background conversation) 
 
SO TODAY, JESSE WIMBERLEY IS LEADING 
WHAT HE CALLS A “LEARN AND BURN.” 

72.  01:23:09:15 
 

 JESSE WIMBERLEY: Alright, does the burn crew 
have any questions about what we’re doing?  
 

73.  01:23:16:00 
 

 NARRATOR: 
THE SANDHILLS PRESCRIBED BURN 
ASSOCIATION IS A GRASSROOTS EFFORT TO 
BUILD LANDOWNERS’ FIRE MANAGEMENT 
SKILLS.  
 

74.  01:23:24:00 
 
01:23:24:13 
 
01:23:26:05 
 

 JESSE WIMBERLEY: You got a lighter? 
 
GEORGE BYERS: Yes Sir. 
 
JESSE WIMBERLEY: Whoever lights the fire, owns 
the fire and that’s the way the PBA can do what we 
do. We assist landowners do their own burning to 
create individual self-sufficient practitioners of fire. So, 
we will fire up! 

75.  01:23:43:19 
 
 
 
01:23:48:02 
 

 NARRATOR: 
CONSERVATION ISN’T ALL SERIOUS BUSINESS 
WHEN THERE IS STUFF TO BURN.  
 
(Flames crackling)  
 

76.  01:23:50:05 
 
 
 
 
 
01:23:57:55 
 
 
01:24:03:07 
 
01:24:07:10 

 JESSE WIMBERLEY:  I hear this all the time from 
folks, “You mean there’s other people doing this?” So, 
a big part of my job is just trying to bring people 
together with other landowners who are on the same 
journey as they are. 
 
(Flames crackling)  
 
JESSE WIMBERLEY: And it’s fun. These guys are a 
lot of fun to work with. 
 
(Flames crackling)  

77.  01:24:09:15 
 
 
 
01:24:17:10 

 TERRY BYERS: Well first, we’re probably a little pyro 
in our blood, maybe. That’s one reason. But, I mean, 
that’s what the pine trees actually need. 
 
(Flames crackling)  
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78.  01:24:19:15  DAVID AUMAN: We don’t care about politics. We just 
love fire and what happens after the fire. 
 

79.  01:24:28:05  NARRATOR: 
FOLKS WHO MAY NEVER HAVE GIVEN THE RED 
COCKADED WOODPECKER A SECOND 
THOUGHT, OR MAY HAVE EVEN RESENTED THE 
BIRD, ARE BONDING OVER FIRE TO SAVE IT. 
 

80.  01:24:41:15 
 
 
 
 
 
01:24:57:00 

 JESSE WIMBERLEY: You get to bring all the family 
together and set the woods on fire and have a good 
time, but you're actually restoring an endangered 
species. And if there's any great value to me with 
prescribed fire, it is community building.  
 
JESSE WIMBERLEY (speaking to crowd): Alright, 
everyone good? 
 
JESSE WIMBERLEY: It brings people together to 
solve community goals. 
 

81.  01:25:03:10 
 
01:25:06:10 
 
01:25:08:00 
 
01:25:13:0 

 JESSE WIMBERLEY: I enjoyed it. It was fun. 
 
DAVID AUMAN: Yup, absolutely. 
 
JESSE WIMBERLEY: This is what it's all about y’all.  
 
(Birds chirping) 

82.  01:25:20:05 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
JESSIE SCHILLACI AND HER TEAM ARE BACK 
AT THE NEST ON FORT BRAGG, WHERE THE 
RCW CHICKS ARE READY TO EARN STRIPES OF 
THEIR OWN.    
 
WHILE THE ADULTS ARE OFF LOOKING FOR 
FOOD, JESSIE GENTLY GATHERS EACH CHICK 
AND BANDS THEM WITH A UNIQUE COLOR 
COMBO AND ID NUMBER. 
 

83.  01:25:40:05 
 

 JESSIE SCHILLACI: We keep very detailed records 
of all of our birds that we band. We have all the birds 
that were banded at each cluster that we monitor on 
Fort Bragg for the past 40 years.  

84.  01:25:56:10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01:26:11:00 
 

 NARRATOR: 
THEIR HARD WORK IS PAYING OFF. RED-
COCKADED WOODPECKERS HAVE DOUBLED IN 
NUMBER TO AROUND 8,000 BREEDING GROUPS. 
AN ASTOUNDING RECOVERY FOR A SPECIES 
THAT ONCE SEEMED HEADED FOR EXTINCTION. 
 
(Woodpecker tweeting) 

85.  01:26:19:19  NARRATOR: 
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AND THE LOCAL COMMUNITY HAS UNITED 
AROUND THE WOODPECKER …IT’S EVEN 
BECOME THE MASCOT OF THEIR LOCAL MINOR 
LEAGUE BASEBALL TEAM. 
 
PEOPLE OF ALL POLITICAL PERSUASIONS, 
 
I(Muffled crowd noise) 
LIVING ON THE LAND OF THE LONGLEAF PINE, 
ARE WORKING TOGETHER TO IGNITE A 
PASSION FOR WILDLIFE.  

86.  01:26:44:17  MIKE LYNCH:  I'm just a basic infantry guy. I knew 
bullets. I knew bangs. I knew bombs. I didn't know 
anything about endangered species. But you have to 
learn. In the course of that 15 years, we've gone from 
conflict to collaboration.  
 

87.   
 
01:26:02:18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01:27:23:20 
 
01:27:28:15 
 

 (Wings flapping) 
 
JESSIE SCHILLACI:  I've enjoyed just watching the 
guys and girls training, doing something that they 
believe in and we're doing something that we believe 
in and sometimes they can overlap. We all share the 
common goal of bettering our country in one way or 
another. 
 
(Woodpecker pecking) 
 
(Woodpecker tweeting) 

88.  01:27:30:05 CREDIT: 
Inspired by the book 
WILD HOPE: ON THE 
FRONT LINES OF 
CONSERVATION 
SUCCESS by Andrew 
Balmford 

 

89.  01:27:32:07 
 

END CREDITS  

 
 
 
 


