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 TIMECODE GRAPHICS 

ONSCREEN 
AUDIO 

1.  01:00:14:12  ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: Oh, my 
goodness… 
 
(Birds chirping) 
 
There’s one out… 
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: We know 
we’ve been losing our wetlands for 
centuries now.  
 
(Birds chirping) 
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: There’s no 
other species like beavers that can really 
restore these habitats. 
 

2.  01:00:34:16  ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: The 
beaver is one of the animals that we really 
did hunt to extinction in Britain.  
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: I would 
love to see beavers as this template of 
what our world could look like in the future. 
But people can get quite upset because 
they see beavers as destructive. 
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: It really is 
about taking people on a journey and 
about just saying, “look, if we want these 
species back, if we want to tackle climate 
change and the biodiversity crisis, we have 
to look at reintroductions as a conservation 
tool.” So that's raised the whole question in 
Britain, are we prepared to live with this 
species? 

 
3.  01:01:30:20 

 
GRAPHICS 
ONSCREEN: 
WILD HOPE 
 

 

4.  01:01:34:00 EPISODE TITLE: 
BEAVER FEVER 

 

5.  01:01:35:19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
WHEN WE PICTURE THE BRITISH 
COUNTRYSIDE, WE THINK OF 
VIBRANT GREEN HILLS, MANICURED 
HEDGEROWS, BUBBLING BROOKS, 
AND PASTORAL FARMHOUSES.  
 
(Brook bubbling)  
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(Birds chirping) 
 
BUT WHERE IS THE WILDERNESS? 
 

6.  01:01:59:00 
 
 
 
01:02:07:05 

 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Richard Brazier, 
Geographer, 
University of 
Exeter 

RICHARD BRAZIER: It often gets called 
the green and pleasant land. And it's very 
much viewed in a bucolic, romanticized 
way …but underlying that is radical change 
that's been put in place by humans to drain 
pretty well the whole of the U.K’s 
landscape for farming. When we took the 
water off the land, wilder places, the 
ecosystems that that landscape did 
support were also lost. 
 

7.  01:02:31:08 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
TURN BACK THE CLOCK THOUSANDS 
OF YEARS, AND WE’D SEE A VERY 
DIFFERENT LANDSCAPE. 
 
OLD GROWTH FORESTS, WITH LYNX, 
WOLVES AND BEARS 
 
(Birds chirping) 
 
…AND VAST WETLANDS, HOME TO 
CREATURES WITH THE ABILITY TO 
TRANSFORM THEIR HABITAT 
OVERNIGHT: BEAVERS.  

8.  01:03:06:00  RICHARD BRAZIER: The beaver's been 
around for millions and millions of years. 
We have hunted this animal to near 
extinction, and we've seen ecosystems 
collapse. 

9.  01:03:16:10  NARRATOR: 
BEAVERS ARE WHAT’S KNOWN AS A 
KEYSTONE SPECIES, AN ORGANISM 
THAT HELPS HOLD AN ENTIRE 
ECOSYSTEM TOGETHER.  
WITHOUT THE KEYSTONE, THE WEB 
OF LIFE CAN UNRAVEL. 
 
(Beaver splashing) 
 
IN GREAT BRITAIN, CENTURIES OF 
FARMING, HUNTING AND 
URBANIZATION DEGRADED THE 
LANDSCAPE AND WIPED OUT THE 
BEAVER.  
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SOME BELIEVE THAT BRINGING IT 
BACK WILL BOOST BIODIVERSITY 
AND BUILD CLIMATE RESILIENCE.  
 

10.  01:03:55:16 
 
01:03:57:18 
 
 

GRAPHIC/ANIMA
TION: 
Animation graphic 
illustrating the 
impact of fire 
regeneration  
TEXT 
ONSCREEN: 
Devon 

 
 
NARRATOR: 
THAT IDEA IS BEING TESTED IN 
SOUTHWEST BRITAIN, IN THE COUNTY 
OF DEVON.  
 
 

11.  01:04:06:10  RICHARD BRAZIER: Just watch your 
step across the dam there 

12.  01:04:12:12  NARRATOR: 
AFTER 400 YEARS WITHOUT 
BEAVERS, THERE WAS A GROWING 
APPRECIATION IN THE UK FOR HOW 
THESE WOODWORKERS AND DAM 
BUILDERS MIGHT HELP REWILD 
DOMESTICATED LANDSCAPES. 
 

13.  01:04:24:15   
 

 RICHARD BRAZIER: This is the stump of 
a white poplar tree. And you can see all 
the way across here these beautiful, 
scalloped marks. It looks like it's been 
hand carved but actually this is all beaver 
teeth marks.  
 
Many of the trees that beavers bring down 
don't actually die, if you came back here in 
a year's time, you would see dozens of 
branches sprouting up from here.  Poplar 
and willow, perhaps hazel as well, silver 
birch, they all respond in this way when 
they're gnawed.  
 
Birds chirping  
 
They bring these big trees down so that 
they can access the leaves and the 
nutritious shoots higher up the tree, but 
they also want to take the side branches 
off and use those for building.  

 
14.  01:05:15:20   NARRATOR: 

BEAVERS ARE ECOSYSTEM 
ENGINEERS. 
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15.  01:05:19:18  
 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
BECAUSE THEY FEEL SAFER IN DEEP 
WATER,  
 
Water splashing 
 
THEY’VE BECOME MASTER 
ARCHITECTS OF DAMS AND POOLS 
…CREATING THE IDEAL WATER 
LEVEL FOR A BEAVER LODGE.  
 
A MULTI-CHAMBER HOME WITH 
HIDDEN ENTRANCES …AND A FLOOD 
RESISTANT DESIGN. 
 

16.  01:05:40:00  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RICHARD BRAZIER: So, we're going to 
walk across to the main beaver lodge here 
now, which is a pretty impressive structure. 
They've built this over the last three and a 
half, four years. 

17.  01:05:57:18  
 
 
01:06:03:10   

 
 
 
GRAPHIC/ANIMA
TION: 
Animation 
illustrating how 
beaver entrance 
chamber will be 
used 
 

RICHARD BRAZIER: We have entrance 
chambers where the beavers can swim 
underwater, pop up inside, and there'll be 
a chamber with a little pond of water where 
the young kits can learn to swim. And then 
higher up, they'll build chambers where 
they can sleep and eat in the dry. And 
when the floodwaters in this river system 
come up high, the beavers have got a 
place within the lodge that they can 
escape those floodwaters. 

Sometimes, when you stand very quietly 
next to a beaver lodge, you can hear the 
beavers snoring and snuffling.  

(Faint snoring) 

(Birds chirping) 

(Beavers snoring) 

 
18.  01:06:48:06   

 
 RICHARD BRAZIER: I go to these sites, 

and it feels like going back in time, 
because they're messy and they're 
chaotic, and they’re wilder. 

19.  01:07:01:00   NARRATOR: 
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THAT’S A NEW FEELING. BEAVERS 
WERE LONG, LONG GONE FROM 
ENGLAND… 
 
(Birds chirping) 
 

20.  01:07:11:00   NARRATOR: 
…AND THEN SUDDENLY, THEY 
REAPPEARED. 
  

21.  01:07:17:02   NEWS CORRESPONDENT: Now they’re 
the first breeding population of beavers in 
the English countryside in hundreds of 
years. 
 

22.  01:07:21:18   NEWS CORRESPONDENT IN THE 
FIELD: This is either a historic day for 
English conservation or the start of a grave 
threat to our fragile river ecosystem.  
 

23.  01:07:30:15 
 
 
01:07:32:01 
 

 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Jake Chant 
National Beaver 
Officer, Natural 
England 

JAKE CHANT: Around 2008, some wildlife 
enthusiasts began to see beavers actually 
swimming in the River Otter. 
 

24.  01:07:38:08  NARRATOR: 
THE RIVER OTTER. THIS 27-MILE (43 
KILOMETER) WATERWAY DOES HAVE 
OTTERS, BUT IT’S BEST KNOWN AS 
THE FIRST PLACE IN BRITAIN 
SETTLED BY THIS NEW GENERATION 
OF BEAVERS. 
 
WHETHER THEY ESCAPED FROM 
CAPTIVITY OR WERE RELEASED 
DELIBERATELY REMAINS A MYSTERY. 
 
JAKE CHANT HAS BEEN KEEPING AN 
EYE ON THEM SINCE THEY ARRIVED. 
 

25.  01:08:04:15  JAKE CHANT: I think beavers are a very 
relaxing animal to watch.  

If you were to see one swim past you, 
you’d see a great big bulky body, dense 
waterproof fur that keeps it warm in the 
water. You'd notice this odd tail that trails 
along behind it. Great big webbed rear 
feet. Tiny little ears, and it's really not like 
any other species we've got in England. 
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26.  01:08:32:20  JAKE CHANT: Originally, the government 
were quite keen to trap and remove those 
animals but Devon Wildlife Trust, with the 
support of local communities managed to 
persuade the government to have a five-
year trial effectively, to assess the impacts 
that beavers have on lowland England. 
 

27.  01:08:48:05 
 
 

 JAKE CHANT: We use camera traps a lot 
to monitor what the beavers are doing. 
 

28.  01:08:52:05  NARRATOR:  
WITH THE BEAVERS FATE 
UNCERTAIN, THE TRIAL AIMED TO 
REVEAL WHAT BEAVERS WERE UP 
TO–AND MEASURE THEIR EFFECT ON 
THE AREA. 
 

29.  01:09:08:17  JAKE CHANT: So that's great, we've got a 
beaver coming up over the dam really 
slowly and it's just come down the little 
track. You know, they come out about 
seven o'clock in the evening and they're 
active through the night. So, this is like a 
little lens into their world.  
 

30.  01:09:19:07  NARRATOR:  
THE TERM “BUSY AS A BEAVER” IS 
NO EXAGGERATION AS THESE 
MAMMALS WORK TIRELESSLY, 
DAMMING UP STREAMS, FELLING 
TREES AND BUILDING LODGES. 
 
DURING THE FIVE YEARS OF THE 
TRIAL, THE CAMERAS REVEALED 
BEAVERS’ LEGENDARY WORK 
ETHIC… AND MORE. 
 

31.  01:09:40:04 
 

 JAKE CHANT: We’re monitoring the 
numbers. So how many kits do you get 
each year? We got a lot of activity that we 
hadn’t seen before. Interactions between 
species.     
 
(Sounds of crickets)  
 
It was really interesting to see how otters 
were using the site that beavers had 
created. Some fantastic camera trap 
footage of water voles using the canals 
that beavers have excavated. So, you can 
see it’s building up the amount of 
biodiversity in the sheer quantity of life at 
this site, which is really exciting. 
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32.  01:10:14:05 
 

 
NARRATOR:  

SPECIES SURVEYS CONFIRMED THE 
CAMERA TRAP EVIDENCE.  

RESTORING BEAVERS AS A 
KEYSTONE, CREATED THE RIGHT 
ECOLOGICAL CONDITIONS FOR 
OTHER NATIVE SPECIES TO RETURN. 

(Water splashes) 

(Birds chirping) 
 

33.  01:10:30:05 
 

 NARRATOR: 
IN DEVON, THE TRIAL MADE A 
STRONG CASE THAT BEAVERS WERE 
BENEFICIAL TO OTHER WILDLIFE 
…BUT SOME PEOPLE WONDERED IF 
THE SAME COULD BE SAID FOR 
HUMANS AS WELL.   
 
FOUR-HUNDRED MILES (600 
KILOMETERS) NORTH, IN SCOTLAND, 
ZOOLOGIST ROISIN CAMPBELL-
PALMER CAMPBELL PALMER HAD 
ALREADY BEGUN ANSWERING THAT 
QUESTION. 
 

34.  01:10:54:15 
 
 
 
 
01:10:55:22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Roisin Campbell-
Palmer, 
Head of 
Restoration, 
Beaver Trust 

ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: I guess 
I’ve been lucky because I get to work up 
close and personal with this animal. So, I 
get a view that maybe many other people 
don’t see of beavers. Lovely fur. They’re 
really quite cute.  
 
(Laughs) 
 
It’s not a word we like to use often, but 
beavers are big chubby, cute animals. And 
I think that’s part of their appeal. 

35.  01:11:13:07 
 

 ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: I first 
began working with beavers about 15 
years ago. I worked at that time for the 
Zoological Society of Scotland, and we did 
one of the first projects about bringing 
beavers back.  
 
Part of that was about their ecology and 
how they fit into landscapes like this again. 
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But it was also the social context of, are 
people willing to see this species return? 
  

36.  01:11:41:13 
 
 

 NARRATOR:  
ROISIN AND HER TEAM MONITORED 
REINTRODUCTIONS CLOSELY. 
 
THEY DOCUMENTED ALL THE GOOD 
THINGS BEAVERS DO – BUT ALSO 
THOSE THAT CAUSED CONCERN–AND 
CONFLICT. 
 
(River rushing) 
 
ALTERED RIVER COURSES.  FELLED 
TREES.  FLOODED FIELDS. 
 
THEY FOUND SUCH RISKS COULD BE 
MANAGED – AND THAT MOST PEOPLE 
WELCOMED THEIR NEW NEIGHBORS.  
 

37.  01:12:09:05 
 

 NARRATOR: 
CONSERVATIONISTS IN DEVON WERE 
KEEN TO ADAPT THE SCOTTISH 
TEAM'S METHODS AND ASKED ROISIN 
TO HELP LEAD A SIMILAR TRIAL 
HERE. 
 
BUT WOULD AN APPROACH THAT 
WORKED IN RURAL SCOTLAND HAVE 
SIMILAR SUCCESS IN A MORE 
DENSELY POPULATED LANDSCAPE? 

38.  01:12:27:03  
 
 

 RICHARD BRAZIER: We hatched upon a 
plan to run an experiment to see what 
would happen when these beavers came in 
and started building dams and little did we 
know what profound change we would 
observe.  

39.  01:12:39:10   ALAN PUTTOCK: If I just move this out, 
then I’ll move to that end?  
 
RICHARD BRAZIER: Can you give us a 
shove, Roisin? 
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: Tell me 
when you’re ready. 
 
RICHARD BRAZIER: Yeah, that’s great, 
go for it. 
 
ALAN PUTTOCK: All good.  
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RICHARD BRAZIER: Oh, that is great. If 
you can hold here, we can get some good 
measurements. 
 
RICHARD BRAZIER: Before the beavers 
built this dam there was no pond at all on 
this whole flood plain. But it's completely 
transformed now.  

40.  01:13:06:20  NARRATOR: 
RICH HAS CALLED IN HYDROLOGIST 
ALAN PUTTOCK, TO HELP STUDY HOW 
BEAVERS PHYSICALLY ALTER 
BRITAIN’S RIVERS.  

41.  01:13:14:14  RICHARD BRAZIER: 320 there… 

42.  01:13:17:07  NARRATOR: 
THEY START BY MEASURING THE 
AMOUNT OF WATER THE POND CAN 
HOLD.  
 

43.  01:13:21:10  RICHARD BRAZIER: That's probably the 
deepest so far. 670. 

44.  01:13:26:19  AND HOW MUCH MORE IT CAN HOLD 
DURING STORMS TO REDUCE 
FLOODING DOWN STREAMS. 

45.  01:13:32:00  RICHARD BRAZIER: About 700 
millimeters deep. Excellent. If we get these 
depths across the whole pond, we can 
work out what the volume of water is that's 
being stored and then when the floods 
come, how much capacity there is to 
reduce that flooding downstream. 
 
(Birds chirping) 

46.  01:14:04:13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
OVER 5 MILLION PEOPLE IN THE U.K 
LIVE AND WORK IN AREAS AT RISK OF 
FLOODING, COSTING AROUND ONE 
AND A HALF BILLION DOLLARS IN 
DAMAGE A YEAR.  
 
A CHANGING CLIMATE ONLY MAKES 
MATTERS WORSE BY GENERATING 
MORE SEVERE STORMS WITH 
TORRENTIAL RAIN.  
 
THE VILLAGE OF EAST BUDLEIGH, 
SITUATED JUST WEST OF THE RIVER 
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OTTER, HAD SUFFERED FROM 
FLOODING FOR YEARS. 
 
BUT NOW, THERE’S A NEW BEAVER 
DAM UPSTREAM… 
 

47.  01:14:38:15 
 
 
 
 
01:14:45:15 

 
 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD:  
Alan Puttock 
Research Fellow, 
University of 
Exeter 

ALAN PUTTOCK: So, if we set up here, 
right… So, I've been doing these surveys 
every year for the last four years or so. It's 
allowed us to look at the structure of the 
site and the water storage and how that's 
changed over time. 
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: Nice. 
 
ALAN PUTTOCK: So, I'm just starting to 
take off now. 
 
(Buzzing drone) 

48.  01:14:59:00 
 
 
 
01:14:59:00 
 
 
 
01:14:59:21 
 
01:15:02:10 

GRAPHIC:  
Map of Budleigh 
Brook 
 
TEXT 
ONSCREEN: 
Budleigh Brook 
 
2009 
 
2016 

NARRATOR: 
SATELLITE AND DRONE IMAGES 
REVEAL AN INCREDIBLE 
TRANSFORMATION …THE BEAVERS 
HAVE TURNED UNUSED FARMLAND 
INTO WETLAND.  

49.  01:15:12:10  ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: The pond's 
massive. 
 
ALAN PUTTOCK:  So, it was really 
restricted to just around where the original 
channel was, but now it's kinda spread out, 
what do you reckon, 50, 60 meters? 

50.  01:15:24:08  NARRATOR: 
THIS NEW WETLAND CHANGES THE 
WAY WATER FLOWS DOWNSTREAM 
DURING STORMS.  
 
(Birds chirping) 

51.  01:15:31:13  ALAN PUTTOCK: Now there we go, we 
can already see.  

52.  01:15:34:12 GRAPHIC: 
Animation 
illustrating how 

NARRATOR: 
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dams redirect 
water 

WITHOUT THE BEAVER DAM, STORMS 
OVERFILL THE RIVER AND CAUSE 
FLOODING. 
 
LUCKY FOR THIS VILLAGE, THE DAM 
SLOWS AND REDIRECTS WATER 
THROUGH BRAIDED STREAMS AND 
WETLANDS THAT HOLD MORE WATER 
THAN A STRAIGHT AND UNIMPEDED 
CHANNEL. 
 
SINCE THE BEAVERS BUILT THEIR 
DAM ABOUT 4 YEARS AGO, EAST 
BUDLEIGH HASN'T EXPERIENCED A 
SINGLE FLOOD.  
 

53.  01:16:01:17  ALAN PUTTOCK: Storm flows have been 
reduced by up to 50%. 

54.  01:16:06:00  NARRATOR: 
AND DURING THE HOTTEST MONTHS 
OF THE YEAR, WHILE ADJACENT 
LAND HAS DRIED UP AND TURNED 
YELLOW, THE BEAVER-BUILT 
WETLANDS REMAIN LUSH AND 
GREEN. 
 

55.  01:16:17:00  RICHARD BRAZIER: It stays there all year 
round. Even in the driest times of year, the 
drought periods, we've still got a huge 
beaver pond here. 

56.  01:16:31:05  NARRATOR: 
BUT THESE BENEFITS HAVE SOME 
TRADEOFFS … BEAVERS CAN ALSO 
DIVERT WATER IN WAYS THAT MAKE 
SOME NEIGHBORS UNHAPPY.  
 

57.  01:16:42:14 
 
 
01:16:44:14 
 

 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Adrian Ivory, 
Farmer 

ADRIAN IVORY: Beavers are ingenious 
animals, although I’d rather their 
ingeniousness was not done here. And 
we’ve had uh dams… I’m 6 foot and I’ve 
had them way above my head and the only 
way we can get them out is with a digger, 
and I have to pay for that expense.  
 

58.  01:17:04:05 
 

 NARRATOR: 
BEAVERS’ ACTIVITIES CAN RADIATE 
OUT FROM THE RIVER BANK – 
THREATENING FARMLAND AND 
HOMES. 
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59.  01:17:13:17 
 

LOWER THIRD: 
Martin Kennedy, 
President,  
National Farmers 
Union 

MARTIN KENNEDY: They're recognized as 
being a biodiversity benefit, and in some 
areas, that's absolutely the case. I have no 
doubt about that. However, where they’re 
causing serious agricultural damage, we 
need to be able to control them. 
 

60.  01:17:26:18  NARRATOR: 
WHEN LIVELIHOODS ARE AT STAKE, 
SOME OPPONENTS IN THE UK HAVE 
EVEN RESORTED TO CULLING.  
 

61.  01:17:35:19  
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
BUT WHEN TENSIONS FLARE HERE IN 
DEVON, THERE ARE FOLKS 
COMMITTED TO KEEPING THE PEACE. 
 

62.  01:17:42:19 
 

LOWER THIRD: 
Ed Lagdon 
Ranger, Clinton 
Devon Estates 

ED LAGDON: We manage two and half 
thousand acres alone in heathland. And on 
top of that, I do beaver work.  

63.  01:17:49:20   NARRATOR: 
ED LAGDON IS A RANGER AT ONE OF 
THE LARGEST ESTATES IN DEVON. 
HE’S HEADING OUT TO A BEAVER DAM 
THAT'S CAUSING FLOODING AT ONE 
OF MANY FARMS ON THE PROPERTY. 
 
HE AND MATT HOLDEN, OF THE DEVON 
WILDLIFE TRUST, RESPOND TO CALLS 
LIKE THIS DAILY. 

64.  01:18:06:00   MATT HOLDEN: So, how long you been 
managing this one for? 
 
ED LAGDON: This dam's been here for 
about, off and on, about two years. It's 
really nice habitat, but unfortunately, it's just 
started to impact the local farmer's 
gateway, so this one is going to have to be 
lowered slightly. 
 
MATT HOLDEN: Yeah, yeah.  

65.  01:18:18:18  ED LAGDON: Beavers can work really 
quickly, so within a few nights, this came up 
to this level.  
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66.  01:18:27:06  MATT HOLDEN: It's amazing how they 
weave the sticks in, though. They're 
properly creative. 
 
ED LAGDON: They're really good 
construction workers. 
 
MATT HOLDEN: Yeah, yeah, yeah 

67.  01:18:37:20   NARRATOR: 
SIMPLY LOWERING A BEAVER DAM 
LOWERS WATER LEVEL - AND 
MITIGATES LOCAL FLOODING.  
 
(Water flowing) 
 
(Birds chirping) 

68.  01:18:47:05  ED LAGDON: 
Beavers need management. We want 
landowners and tenants, for sure, to 
support beavers, uh but when they see uh 
crops destroyed and no action, is where 
people start, you start having issues. So as 
long as we can react quickly, we should all 
be happy. 
 
MATT HOLDEN: Yeah, yeah. 

69.  01:19:01:10 
 
01:19:02:11 
 

 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Matt Holden 
Beaver Project 
Lead 
Devon Wildlife 
Trust 

MATT HOLDEN: Yeah. I think the key thing 
we're learning, isn't it, that you always need 
someone who you can call… 
 
ED LAGDON: Yeah. 
 
MATT HOLDEN: …And get support from. 
 
ED LAGDON: Yeah. 
 

70.  01:19:09:19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
MATT AND ED HAVE LEARNED THAT A 
QUICK RESPONSE CAN QUELL 
FRUSTRATIONS AND SAFEGUARD 
PROPERTY. 
 
BUT WHEN A DAM IS BUILT UPSTREAM 
FROM A HOUSE, LOWERING ITS LEVEL 
MAY NOT BE ENOUGH. 

71.  01:19:23:10  MATT HOLDEN: This one is actually pretty 
deep. 
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: Oh, wow. 
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MATT HOLDEN: So, I hope you're ready 
for that. 
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: Watch … 
 
(Roisin laughs) 
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: You're taller 
than me.  
 
(Roisin and Matt laugh) 

72.  01:19:30:57  ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: If you're a 
house owner, you don't want water pouring 
down the side of your house. We don't want 
to drain this pond, but we want to reduce 
the height. 
 

73.  01:19:39:05  ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: By putting a 
pipe through the dam, we can regulate the 
water level behind it, so it's not about 
removing that dam, it's just about 
compromising the height of the water, to 
keep the landowner’s house from a flood 
risk. 
 

74.  01:19:51:20  NARRATOR: 
A SIMPLE DRAIN PIPE SERVES AS A 
HIGHLY EFFECTIVE FLOW DEVICE, 
AND IT HAS THIS BEAVER FAMILY 
BAFFLED.  
 
Birds chirping 

75.  01:20:01:10  ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: You know, 
the first night we put it in, and the beavers 
come back and you can literally see their 
brains going, "What the F is this?" And 
they're like, "No, just no."  
 
(Laughter)  

76.  01:20:19:00  MATT HOLDEN: We're just setting that 
level where we want it to be and where we 
feel the beavers can tolerate it as well. 
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: And well, 
it's working, isn't it?  
 
MATT HOLDEN: Yeah. 

77.  01:20:26:04  ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: The 
beavers are here, and you've changed the 
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flow of water back into this channel. It's 
definitely handling your water issue… 
 
MATT HOLDEN: Yeah, yeah, yeah.  
 
ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: …right now, 
and obviously, flooding of the house. 
 

78.  01:20:37:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
HANDS-ON MANAGEMENT REDUCES 
PUBLIC CONCERN, BUT THERE’S STILL 
A LOT OF MISINFORMATION ABOUT 
BEAVERS THAT GETS FOLKS RILED 
UP.  
 
LIKE MYTHS THAT THEY EAT FISH AND 
DIMINISH FISH STOCKS, WHEN IN 
REALITY, THEY ONLY EAT PLANTS.  
 
OTHERS WORRY THEY FELL TOO 
MANY TREES.  
 

79.  01:21:03:20 
 

 CHRIS JONES: Lamby, lamby, lamby 
 
(Lambs bleat) 
 
CHRIS JONES: C’mon lamby, lamb 

80.  01:21:11:10 
 

 NARRATOR: 
FARMER CHRIS JONES HAS 
EMBRACED BEAVERS ON HIS LAND 
AND IS HELPING THE PUBLIC SEE THE 
POSITIVES.    
 

81.  01:21:18:00 
 

 CHRIS JONES: You must stay here - you 
must stay here and look after the beavers… 
 

82.  01:21:22:10  NARRATOR: 
JONES INITIALLY BECAME 
INTERESTED IN BEAVERS’ ABILITY TO 
INCREASE DROUGHT RESISTANCE.  

83.  01:21:28:15 LOWER THIRD: 
Chris Jones 
Cornwall Beaver 
Project 

CHRIS JONES: The land gets completely 
dried out uh, very very quickly and we're 
seeing it all over the world, frankly. So, we 
have to learn to live much, much more in 
tune with nature.  

84.  01:21:41:00  NARRATOR: 
FEARING FOR HIS FARM, HE GOT A 
PERMIT TO INTRODUCE A FAMILY OF 
BEAVERS. 



Wild Hope 
Beaver Fever 
 
 

16 

85.  01:21:47:00  CHRIS JONES: The beavers have been 
back here for five years. We're in drought 
conditions now really, and it's still holding 
lots and lots of water. We had water we 
could pump out onto fields, and that was, 
uh, that was really quite something. 

86.  01:22:02:02  NARRATOR: 
HE ALSO CHRONICLED A 
BIODIVERSITY BOOM. 
 
(Frog ribbits) 
(Dragonfly’s wings flap) 

87.  01:22:09:20  CHRIS JONES: When we take a normal 
stream, you could sense it's a little bonfire 
of biodiversity, and we put the beavers into 
that system and it's like throwing gasoline 
onto that fire. And so now, five years in, 
we've had 10 different new bird records 
here, we regularly record 11 different bat 
species here, we've had new mammal 
species turn up, the fish have doubled in 
size. 
 
(Birds chirping) 

88.  01:22:41:05  NARRATOR: 
ONCE HE SAW THE BEAVERS IMPACT 
FIRST HAND, CHRIS BECAME THE 
COMMUNITY AND LAND DIRECTOR 
FOR THE BEAVER TRUST, DEDICATING 
PART OF HIS PROPERTY TO 
EDUCATING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE 
BENEFITS OF BEAVERS.  
 
(Frogs ribbiting) 

89.  01:22:56:06 
 

 NARRATOR: 
ONE SUCH VISITOR IS BIOLOGIST 
SASHA DENCH.   

90.  01:23:00:05  CHRIS JONES: Hi Sacha, how are you?  
 
SACHA DENCH: This land has gotten 
huge! Can we have a look? 
 
CHRIS JONES: Yes, let's get on down the 
track. 

91.  01:23:03:15  NARRATOR: 
SHE’S A SWAN FANATIC, BUT HER 
LOVE OF THE MAJESTIC WATERFOWL 
HAS GIVEN HER A NEW APPRECIATION 
FOR BEAVERS AS WELL. 
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SACHA BECAME THE FIRST WOMAN 
TO CROSS THE ENGLISH CHANNEL BY 
PARAMOTOR, IN ORDER TO FOLLOW 
SWANS DURING MIGRATION. 
 

92.  01:23:26:13 
 
 
 
01:23:26:56 

 
 
 
 
LOWER THIRD: 
Sacha Dench 
CEO, Conservation 
Without Borders 

SACHA DENCH: Having flown from the 
Russian Arctic to the U.K, following swans 
on migrations - realizing that actually, if 
there were a prime habitat for swans, if 
there were a nesting habitat for swans, it 
would have been beaver lodges. 
 

93.  01:23:39:20  (Indistinguishable conversation) 
 
NARRATOR: 
SACHA’S A VOCAL ADVOCATE FOR 
HOW REINTRODUCING BEAVERS CAN 
CREATE WAYSTATIONS FOR 
MIGRATORY BIRDS. 
 

94.  01:23:48:15  SACHA DENCH: 
The cost to man-make a wetland, when you 
need to recreate it, is vast. The cost of 
bringing in a few beavers to do the same 
job is tiny and it is just a much more 
sensible way of bringing back all the 
wetlands we've lost. 
 

95.  01:24:04:10  NARRATOR: 
IN THE SUMMER OF 2021, SACHA 
ATTEMPTED THE FIRST PARAMOTOR 
CIRCUMNAVIGATION OF MAINLAND 
BRITAIN TO RAISE AWARENESS 
ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE, BUT A 
MIDAIR COLLISION LEFT HER 
SERIOUSLY INJURED. 
 
CHRIS AND HIS VOLUNTEERS AT THE 
CORNWALL BEAVER PROJECT 
RECENTLY COMPLETED THE WORLD’S 
FIRST WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
BEAVER BOARDWALK…AND NOW 
SACHA IS TAKING IT FOR A TEST 
DRIVE.  

96.  01:24:31:00  SACHA DENCH: It definitely made a big 
difference for me having been in hospital 
for five and a half months. Having 
something like this to look forward to. It’s all 
really important for your general well being.  
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SACHA DENCH: In an ideal world, you'd 
like people to be much more open to 
slightly wilder landscapes, because we'll be 
fixing so many of the biodiversity issues 
that we're trying to do with little bandaid 
solutions. Actually, we need to let a little bit 
more wild, little bit more chaos in the 
landscape. 
 

97.  01:25:00:17  CHRIS JONES:  I would concur. We need 
to let a little bit more chaos in. It will just 
provide the most incredible opportunities for 
nature recovery networks. Why shouldn't 
we be ambitious about this? This animal 
can live amongst us, and we can learn to 
live with it. 

98.  01:25:19:10 
 

 NARRATOR: 
BRITAIN’S BEAVERS ARE MAKING A 
STRONG CASE THAT THE ISLAND 
NATION IS BETTER OFF WITH THEM 
THAN WITHOUT THEM. 

99.  01:25:30:00 
 

 JAKE CHANT: You have a species being 
brought back that actually has the ability as 
a keystone species to create habitats for 
many other species. 

100.  01:25:41:15 
 

 RICHARD BRAZIER: Every time I visit a 
beaver landscape, dams have been built, 
trees have been felled and worked into 
structures, canals have been cut onto flood 
plains. That really gives me hope because I 
can see a vision of the future which is 
almost a mirror of the past. 

101.  01:26:00:15 
 

 NARRATOR: 
WHEREVER THERE ARE BEAVERS, 
BIODIVERSITY IS RETURNING ...AND 
THEIR AQUATIC ENGINEERING MAY 
OFFSET EXTREMES BROUGHT ON BY 
CLIMATE CHANGE. 

102.  01:26:10:05  ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: The cool 
thing about beavers is they can change 
landscapes if we let them. Just having 
communities that are more robust to 
change, whether that's drought or flooding, 
making sure that we can deal with the 
climatic changes that are coming.  
 
So, to me it's a wider social question - are 
we prepared to let our rivers have a bit 
more space? Are we prepared to see 
wetlands be restored? 
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103.  01:26:37:00 
 
 

 NARRATOR: 
MORE AND MORE PEOPLE IN BRITAIN 
ARE GLAD TO SEE BEAVERS RECLAIM 
THEIR FORMER HABITAT.  
 
IN JULY OF 2022, THE U.K 
GOVERNMENT ENACTED NEW 
PROTECTIONS FOR BEAVERS AND 
RECOGNIZED THEM AS A NATIVE 
SPECIES. 

104.  01:27:00:18  ROISIN CAMPBELL-PALMER: What I'm 
really hopeful is actually the speed of 
change. And now it's a national discussion 
point. The government are actually 
discussing how are we going to support 
wild releases? That's major.  
 

105.  01:27:14:12  NARRATOR: 
THIS ANIMALS’ LEGACY STRETCHES 
FAR BEYOND THE RIVERS THEY 
COMMAND.  
 
BEAVERS ARE OFFERING A NATION A 
CHANCE TO REDISCOVER ITS 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WILD.  
 
(Beaver dipping into water) 

106.  01:27:30:00 
 

END CREDITS  

 


